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HEALTH  (including  STREET  CLEANSING)  COMMOTEE 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  (Councillor  R.  C.  Penhale) 


Alderman  H.  YATES  (Chairman) 
Councillor  W.  H.  BURGESS  (Vice-Chairman) 


Councillor  J.  ALDREN 
Councillor  B.  ARMSTEAD 
Councillor  S.  L.  BIRKETT 
(  oimcillor  N.  H  BROADWITH 


Councillor  G.  BROWN 
Councillor  J.  KAY 
Councillor  J.  F\  McHALE 
Councillor  T.  STANDIDGE 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  SLAFF 

Medical  Officer  oj  HeallJi 

W.  F.  LYLE,  M.D.,  B.Ch..  B.A.O.  B.Sc.,  D.P.H 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

W.  S.  MAKIN,  a.  b.  c. 

S.  A.  GIBSON,  a.  b.  c.  T.  H.  ASHBROOK,  a. 

A.  L.  BAXTER,  a.  c.  d.  G.  ECCLES,  a.  b. 

Shops  Act  Inspector  1  Rodent  Control  Officers  2 

Disinfestation  Officer  1 

Clerical  Staff  2 

fa)  Holder  of  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  Joint  Board  Certificate. 

(b)  Holder  of  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

(c)  Holder  of  Sanitary  Science  and  Food  Inspection  Certificate  of  School 

of  Hygiene,  Liverpool  University  or  Sanitary'  Science  Certificate  of 
Salford  Royal  Technical  College. 


(d)  National  Certificate  in  Building. 
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Public  Health  Uepartnient, 

Uown  Hall, 

Morccambc  and  Hey  sham 


lo  the  Mayor,  Aldennen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Morccambc  and  Heyshani. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  services  of 
the  Borough  during  1958. 


The  form  of  the  report  and  the  matters  dealt  with  are  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

There  was  no  important  occurrence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  during 
the  year.  There  were  only  2  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  both  were  non- 
paralytic. 


The  deaths  of  men  from  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  continue  to 
increase  :  they  have  risen  from  8  in  1950  to  22  in  1958  in  a  population 
which  has  increased  in  that  time  by  less  than  300.  These  figures,  of  course, 
are  of  themselves  too  small  to  be  significant;  but  the  increase  is  nation¬ 
wide  and  the  statistical  association  with  cigarette  smoking  is  very  impres¬ 
sive.  It  is^  as  yet,  a  statistical  association  only.  A  direct  connection  between 
smoking  and  cancer  has  never  been  proved,  and  there  are  some  factors 
in  the  problem  that  still  cast  doubt  on  that  direct  association.  However, 
all  of  the  facts  so  far  known  justify  at  least  the  warning  that  heavy  cigar¬ 
ette  smoking  is  very  unwise  and  probably  dangerous,  and  would  certainly 
justify  parents,  teachers  and  others  doing  everything  to  discourage  the 
young  from  beginning  the  habit.  Example,  of  course,  is  the  best  preceptor. 


A  reference  is  made  in  the  report  to  a  second  attempt  to  establish  at 
the  College  of  Further  Education  a  course  of  instruction  in  Food  Hygiene, 
and  once  again,  as  in  1957,  the  attempt  failed  completely  through  lack  of 
interest  among  those  whose  business  it  is  to  handle  food. 


More  satisfactory  has  been  the  Cleansing  Superintendent’s  report 
on  the  public  response  to  the  passing  of  the  Litter  Act.  Very^  few  prosecu¬ 
tions  have  been  necessary.  It  would  almost  seem  that  the  propaganda  of 
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previous  years  has  been  more  elfective  than  it  appeared  to  be,  that  the 
majority  of  those  who  dropped  their  litter  without  apparent  thought  had, 
in  fact,  been  made  conscious  that  they  were  behaving  badly  and  that  the 
final,  firm  decision  to  punish  was  enough  to  persuade  them  to  behave  them¬ 
selves  properly. 


The  fate  of  the  shrimping  industry  was  still  in  suspense  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  likely  to  remain  so  for  at  least  another  twelve  months. 


At  the  end  of  my  report  will  be  found  a  Meteorological  Report  for 
1958  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  Meteorological  Officer,  Mr.  Cooper. 


To  the  officers  of  various  departments  who  have  provided  informa¬ 
tion  for  this  report  I  am  grateful,  as  1  am  to  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  for  their  constant  good  work  throughout  the  year;  and  I 
acknowledge  with  pleasure,  also^  the  support  and  appreciation  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH 

Area  in  acres  (not  including  foreshore)  .  3,665 

Population  —  Preliminary  Census  1951  .  36,709 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-year 

1958) .  37,380 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  —  Census  1931  .  5,749 

Number  of 

(a)  inhabited  houses  1958  (according  to  rate  books)  12,334 

(b)  shops,  warehouses,  licensed  premises,  entertainment 

and  recreational  premises,  etc.  .  3,022 

Rateable  value  .  £667,902 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  .  £2,706 

SUMMARY'  OF  VITAL  STAIISJICS 

Births 

Total  Live  Births — 467 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  226  229 

Illegitimate  .  7  5 

Total  233  234 

Total  Still  Births — 14 

Legitimate  .  5  8 

Illegitimate  .  1 

Deaths 

Total  Deaths — 635  324  311 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 14 

Legitimate  .  9  5 

Illegitimate  . 

Total  9  5 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age — 1 1 


fxgitirnatc  .  7  4 

Illegitimate  .  -  ~ 

Total  7  4 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion — 1 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (including  Leukaemia) — 109 

Male  Female 

Stomach  .  16  8 

Lung  Bronchus  .  22  2 

Breast  .  -  9 

Uterus  .  -  3 

Other  sites  .  25  23 

Leukaemia  .  1  ~ 

Total  64  45 

Deaths  from  Certain  Infective  Diseases 

Influenza  .  1  2 

'Lubcrculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .  -  - 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  -  1 

Measles  .  -  - 

Whooping  Cough  .  - 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  .  - 

Pneumonia  .  6  10 

I  here  were  2  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents. 
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*  Adjusted  live-birth  rate  (comparability  factor,  1-22)  —  15*25 
Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor,  0‘77)  =13 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

1 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease . 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough  . 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

— 

— 

~ 

10, 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

16 

8 

24 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  . 

22 

2 

24 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast . 

— 

9 

9 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

- 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms . 

25 

23 

48 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

1 

3 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

45 

63 

108 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

91 

61 

152 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . 

4 

5 

9 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

36 

60 

96 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

10 

10 

20 

2'^ 

Influenza  . 

1 

2 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

6 

10 

16 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

16 

10 

26 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

3 

— 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea . 

1 

0 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . 

5 

6 

11 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

8 

— 

8 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

16 

22 

38 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

1 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents . 

9 

3 

12 

35. 

Suicide  . . 

3 

5 

8 

26. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

■— 

— 

— 
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Excluding  Tuberculosis  :  including  Influenza  and  Pneumonia 


LABORATORY  AND  HOSPITAI.  FACILITIES 


Laboratory  investigations  are  carried  out  by  Dr.  Rickards  and  his 
stall  at  the  Pathology  Laboratory  in  the  Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  and 
samples  taken  in  accordance  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  are 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Dr.  Walker,  of  Preston.  To  both  Dr. 
Rickards  and  Dr.  Walker  I  am  grateful  for  the  guidance  and  help  that 
they  are  always  so  willing  to  give. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  AC^  1948  ™  SECTION  47 

Although  there  are  many  elderly  people  living  in  this  Borough  the 
provision  of  this  Act  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons 
in  need  of  care  and  attention  are  such  as  one  would  hope  to  avoid  having 
to  use. 

Up  till  now  it  has  always  been  possible  to  make  for  elderly  people 
found  living  alone  in  somewhat  precarious  circumstances  arrangements 
less  distressing  for  them  than  the  measures  that  the  Act  provides. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  administered  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  School  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  by  the  County  Council. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

There  were  no  changes  during  the  year  in  the  source  ot  supply. 


The  following  extensions  of  the  service 

were  made  during  the  year 

Wharfedale  Estate  . 

104 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Low  Lane  . 

104 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Mattock  Crescent  . 

208 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Alston  Drive  and 

Kayswell  Road 

240 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Brier  Drive  . 

100 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Loweswater  Drive  . 

80 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Birchtree  Avenue . 

62 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Prospect  Grove  . 

42 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Ellis  Drive . 

40 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Fairhope  Avenue . 

40 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Threshfield  Avenue  . 

36 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Thonock  Road  . 

24 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Meadoweroft  Grove . 

20 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

Fairlea  Avenue  . 

8 

yds. 

4 

ins. 

The  purity  of  the  water,  checked  by  49  bacteriological  analyses  and 
16  chemical  analyses,  was  satisfactory.  There  was  continuous  chlorination 
of  all  water  leaving  the  two  filter  houses. 

In  addition  to  the  above  examinations  carried  out  by  the  supplying 
authority,  25  samples  were  submitted  by  the  department  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  these  included  samples  from  Heysham  reservoir,  hydrants 
at  Heysham  harbour  and  domestic  supplies.  All  were  satisfactoi-y. 
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Stored  water  on  board  ship  was  also  submitted  and  during  the 
year  51  samples  were  examined;  no  evidence  of  pollution  was  discovered. 
It  was  found,  however,  that  prolonged  storage  in  the  vessels,  and  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  fresh  water  to  water  that  had  already  been  stored  for  a  period,  did 
affect  the  bacterial  count.  Compliance  with  Notices  M,358  and  410  of  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  recommendations  relating  to  cleaning,  treatment, 
airing  and  coating  are  sufficient,  however,  to  maintain  water  of  a  very 
good  standard. 

Typical  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  water  are 
shown  in  the  following  tables  : 


Chemical  Examination : 

Numerical  results  all  in  parts  per  million. 

Colour  . . .  Nil 

Turbidity .  Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  solution  in 

4  hours  at  27°  C .  T1 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  .  ...  Less  than  O’Ol 

Albuminoid  nitrogen .  0’07 

Nitrite  nitrogen  .  Nil 

Nitrate  nitrogen  .  0‘3 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride .  12 

Carbonate  hardness .  15 

Non-carbonate  hardness .  20 

Total  hardness .  35 

pH  value . .  7'2 

Total  solid  residue  dried  at  180°  C .  40 

Action  on  lead  (24  hours) . Less  than  Od 

Residual  alumina .  Less  than  01 
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BACTERIAL  CONTENTS  OF  DRINKING  WATER 
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From  Lancaster  reservoirs 


The  following  figures  give  the  consumption  for  the  past  ten  years 


1  Year 

Morecambe 

Heysham 

1949 

454,545,000  gallons 

164,464,000  gallons 

1950 

456,859,000  „ 

165,879,000  „ 

1951 

441,043,000  „ 

180,712,000  , 

1952 

493,189,000  „ 

207,794,000  „ 

1953 

466,305,000  „ 

221,731,000  „ 

1954 

484,605,000  „ 

221,759,000  „ 

1955 

494,362,000  „ 

234,529,000  „ 

1956 

476,770,000  „ 

223,638,000  „ 

1957 

495,495,000  ,, 

193,349,000  „ 

1958 

518,258,000  „ 

187,464,000  „ 

Daily  consumption  of  Morecambe  and  Heysham  in  1958  ;  1,933,485 
or  50  gallons  per  day  per  head. 


Cleansing  of  Dykes  and  Watercourses 

The  annual  programme  of  cleaning  and  grading  the  main  water¬ 
courses  was  carried  out  and  the  fences  to  the  Oxcliffe  Dyke  were  repaired 
where  necessary. 

Tidal  flaps  were  regularly  inspected  and  repaired,  whilst  spraying 
with  Malariol  was  carried  out  at  appropriate  times. 


New  Sewerage  Scheme 

Ihe  Resident  Engineer  has  kindly  provided  the  following  summary 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year  ; — 

1.  At  Schola  Green  Lane  Pumping  Station  the  formation  of  the  reinforced 
concrete  roads  and  paths  within  the  Pumping  Station  compound  were 
completed  and  the  brickwork  for  the  entrance  gate  was  constructed. 

2.  At  Bare  Lane  Pumping  Station  the  formation  of  the  reinforced  con¬ 
crete  roadway  within  the  compound  was  completed. 


16 


Collection  Sewers  in  the  West  End  area 

(a)  The  45"  dia.  concrete  pipe  sewer  in  Balmoral  Road  together  with 
the  42"  dia.  sewer  in  Alexandra  Road  was  completed. 

(b)  The  reconstruction  of  the  12"  dia.  High  Level  sewers  in  Balmoral 
Road  and  Alexandra  Road  were  also  completed. 

(c)  The  laying  of  the  reinforced  concrete  roadway  in  Alexandra  Road 
between  Westminster  Road  and  Parliament  Street  was  completed 
and  all  plant  removed  from  this  area  by  the  18th  May,  1958. 


4.  Collecting  Sewers  in  the  Bare  Lane  area 

(a)  In  Walton  Avenue  the  faulty  9"  dia.  sewer  was  reconstructed  and 
the  upper  portion  of  an  old  manhole  was  reconstructed  where  it 
was  found  to  be  faulty.  All  work  in  this  area  has  now  been 
completed. 


5.  Collecting  Sewers  in  the  Central  area 

(a)  The  42"  dia.  concrete  and  brick  lined  sewer  in  Bridge  Road  and 
Leyster  Street  was  completed. 

(b)  The  36"  dia.  concrete  lined  sewer  in  Arnside  Crescent,  Grammar 
School  Grounds  and  Stuart  Avenue  as  far  as  Sunnyfield  Avenue 
was  completed.  The  total  length  of  this  sewer  is  about  1072  lin, 
yds. 

(c)  A  27"  dia.  concrete  lined  sewer  was  laid  in  heading  in  Thornton 
l^oad  from  Thornton  Grove  to  a  point  near  Raby  Street,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  approximately  154  lin.  yds. 

(d)  A  21"  dia.  concrete  pipe  sewer  was  laid  partly  in  tunnel  and 
partly  in  open  trench  in  Edward  Street  from  a  point  near  Union 
Street  to  a  point  at  the  junction  with  Victoria  Street,  a  distance 
of  approximately  154  lin.  yds. 

(e)  At  Westgate  two  lengths  of  concrete  pipe  sewer  varying  in  dia¬ 
meter  from  27"  to  15"  were  laid.  The  total  length  of  these  sewers 
was  about  600  lin.  yds. 

(f)  In  Arnside  Crescent  an  old  12"  dia,  sewer  subsided  during  the 
construction  of  the  deep  sewer  in  that  street  and  this  necessitated 
its  reconstruction  over  a  length  of  approximately  60  lin.  yds. 

(g)  In  Edward  Street  an  old  12"  dia.  sewer  was  found  to  be  faulty 
and  this  necessitated  its  replacement  with  a  new  9"  dia.  sewer. 

'  This  was  carried  out  over  a  length  of  approximately  47  lin,  yds. 


(h)  In  Bridge  Road  the  old  High  Level  sewers  subsided  during  the 
construction  of  the  deep  sewers  and  this  necessitated  their  replace¬ 
ment.  Approximately  73  lin.  yds,  of  12"  pipes,  40  lin.  yds,  of  9" 
pipes^  and  47  lin.  yds.  of  6"  pipes  were  laid. 


6  Underground  Pumping  Stations  at  Winter  Gardens,  Dallam  Avenue 
and  Elms  Road,  and  their  connecting  contributory  and  discharge 
sewers. 

A  Contract  for  this  work  was  let  in  September  1958,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  no  work  had  been  carried  out. 


Closet  Accommodation 


Number  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  .  12,905 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  .  14,478 

(approx.) 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  .  17 

Number  of  middens .  5 

Number  of  closets  attached  to  middens  .  5 

Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  .  10 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins .  15,173 


(af^rox.) 


PUBUC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Inspections 


Complaints  received  .  1074 

Visits .  1119 

Defects  discovered  .  1180 

Defects  abated .  1018 

Referred  to  other  departments  .  165 

Re-visits  .  795 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  248 

Smoke  observations  .  7 

Informal  notices  served  .  51 

Abatement  notices  served .  14 

Visits  to  schools .  2 

Visits  to  licensed  premises .  3 

Visits  to  entertainment  premises  .  25 


Summary  of  work  done 


Drains  choked .  527 

(Many  of  the  drains  included  in  the  above  are 
properly  named  “Sewers”  as  they  serve  more 
than  one  building  and  legally  are  maintained 
either  privately  or  by  the  Council  doing  the 
work  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  served.  They 
are  classified  as  drains  in  this  summary  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  Council’s  sewers). 


Drains  defective  .  76 

Sewer  choked  .  13 

Sewer  surcharging .  2 

Gully  defective  .  13 

Gully  top  badly  set  .  4 

W.C.  choked  . 12 

W.C.  insanitary .  I 


Waste  W.C,  defective  and  converted  to 

fresh  W.C . 

W.C.  seat  broken  .  - 

W.C.  defective .  6 

Ventilating  pipe  to  drain  defective . 

Trough  closets  insanitary .  - 

Cesspool  overflowing  .  9 

Inspection  chamber  cover  broken  .  3 

vSoil  pipe  defective  .  5 

Waste  pipe  choked  .  - 

Waste  pipe  discharging  improperly .  2 

Waste  pipe  broken .  7 

Sink,  old  and  worn .  2 

Lavatory  basin  cracked .  2 

Insanitary  surround  to  kitchen  sink .  1 

K.W.  downspout  broken  .  13 

R.W.  downspout  choked  .  - 

Eavesgutter  absent .  16 

Eavesgutter  broken .  1 

Eavesgutter  choked . 

Fascia  board  rotten .  - 

Chimney  breast  damp .  - 

Chimney  flue  defective .  1 

Chimney  stack  (defective  rendering)  .  7 

Roof  leaking  .  29 

Roof  (bay)  leaking  .  3 

Roof  (annexe)  leaking  .  1 

Roof  (W.C.)  leaking  .  1 

Ridge  tiles  missing  and  broken  .  - 

Defective  valley  gutter  . 

Skylight  defective  .  1 

Walls,  penetrating  dampness  .  30 

Walls,  defective  pointing . ;  ...  13 

Walls,  rising  dampness  .  46 
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Walls,  external  rendering  broken  . 

Walls,  defective  (cracked) . 

Wall  plaster,  perished  and  broken  . 

Wall  defective  (W.C.) . 

Ceiling  plaster  perished  . 

Windows,  perished  woodwork  . 

Windows,  no  sash  cord  or  fasteners . 

Window  frames^  pointing  defective . 

Window  putties  and  glazing  . 

Fireplace  defective  . 

Firegrate  broken . 

Backboiler  leaking . 

Fixed  ovens  defective . 

Floor  wood  perished  . 

Floor  wood,  woodworm  infested  . 

Floor  damp . 

Floor  defective . 

Floor  woodwork  rotten  . 

Floor,  dry  rot  . 

Floor,  skirting  boards  defective  . 

Underfloor  ventilation  inadequate  . 

Door  badly  hung  . 

Door  wood  rotting . 

Staircase  defective . 

House  generally  dilapidated  . 

Door  frame  defective . 

Rooms  dirty . 

Waste  pipe  burst . 

Cistern  leaking . 

Water  in  cellar . 

Sewer  gas  entering  premises . 

Gas  pipe  leaking . 

Cellar  area  cover  broken  . 

Flooded  area  . 

Water  over  site  and  under  floor . 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . 


"Vard  surface  defective  .  9 

Paving  defective .  7 

Outhouses  and  structures  defective  .  13 

Drainage 

Visits  (existing  drainage)  .  819 

Re-visits .  264 

Visits  (new  or  proposed) .  144 

New  drains  tested .  115 

Informal  notices  .  9 

Formal  notices  .  2 

Supply  of  dust  bins 

Visits .  17 

Re-visits .  1 

Ashpits  converted  .  - 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Visits . .  . .  Nil 

Disinfestation 

Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected  18 

Number  of  verminous  houses  re-inspected  12 

Number  of  verminous  houses  disinfested  ...  10 

Wasps  nests  destroyed  .  4 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  insects  ...  101 

Number  of  visits  by  inspectors  .  7 
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Offensive  trades 


There  are  2  premises  in  which  otfensive  trades  are  conducted  ;  tripe 
dressing  and  gut  scraping. 

Both  were  satisfactorily  conducted. 

Number  of  visits  .  3 


I’ents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

No  legal  action  was  necessary. 


Keepiiig  of  Animals 


Visits 


9 


Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

No  notifiable  cases  of  contagious  diseases  of  animals  were  received 

during  the  year. 


Number  of  visits  to  premises  under  move¬ 
ment  restriction  .  Nil 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  (Waste 

Foods)  Order  1957  .  Nil 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

This  act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April,  1952,  regulates 
the  sale  of  pet  animals,  and  provides  that  no  person  shall  keep  a  pet  shop 
except  under  the  authority  of  a  licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  conditions  of  the  licence  include  : — 

(a)  That  animals  will  at  all  times  be  kept  in  accommodation 
suitable  as  respects  size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and 
cleanliness. 

(h)  Food  and  drink  supply  must  be  adequate. 

(c)  That  animals  will  not  be  sold  at  too  early  an  age. 

(d)  That  precautions  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  among 
animals  of  infectious  disease. 
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(e)  That  appropriate  steps  will  be  taken  in  case  of  fire  or  other 


emergency. 

Number  of  premises  licensed  .  5 

Number  of  visits  .  Nil 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filliug  Materials  Act,  1951 


Number  of  premises  registered  ...  . .  4 

Number  of  visits  .  Nil 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Visits  by  rodent  operators  .  3165 

Premises  visited  .  899 

Visits  by  inspectors  .  79 


Rodent  Control  in  Sewers 

Mainteance  treatments  of  sewer  manholes  were  continued  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Two  treatments 
were  carried  out  at  intervals  of  six  months  and  the  numbers  of  manholes 


treated  were  148. 

The  results  were  as  follows  : — 

First  treatment 

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take  .  1 1 

Number  of  manholes  showing  poison  bait  take .  8 

Second  treatment 

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take .  25 

Number  of  manholes  showing  poison  bait  take .  15 


Oestruclion  of  rats  aboard  coastwise  shipping 


Visits  by  rodent  operator .  45 

Certificates  issued  .  21 


In  the  following  tables  the  work  done  during  the  year  is  analysed  ; 
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VI f.  Number  of  notices  served  un¬ 
der  Section  4  of  the  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.  Proofing) 
VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
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Camping  Sites 


There  are  8  camping  sites  licensed  by  the  Council  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  all  are  kept  under  supervision. 


The  addresses  of  the  sites  are  as  follows  : — 

Municipal  Caravan  Site,  Westgate. 

Vickers  Holiday  Camp  Westgate. 

Regent  Camping  Ground,  Regent  Road, 

Summerville  Camping  Ground,  Acre  Moss  Lane. 
Meadowfield  Camp,  Middleton  Road. 

Broadgate  Foot  House  Caravan  Site,  Middleton  Road. 
Torrisholme  Hall  Fann,  Slyne  Road. 

Encee  Precision  Co.,  Westgate. 

The  total  permitted  number  of  caravans  on  these  sites  is  664. 


The  camps  were  well  conducted  and  permitted  numbers  adhered  to. 
One  of  these  camps  appears  to  be  much  larger  than  the  licence  would 
allow,  but  the  appearance  is  deceptive.  The  borough  boundary  runs 
through  the  middle  of  this  camp  and  many  of  its  caravans,  apparently 
in  the  borough,  are  in  fact  in  Lancaster  Rural  District. 


There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  users  of  the 
municipal  caravan  site  and  the  comments  on  the  site  were  invariably 
pleasant. 


125  caravanners  booked  for  the  full  season  and  of  these  27  paid  an 
extra  fee  for  the  privilege  of  sub-letting.  362  caravans  were  brought  on 
to  the  site  for  periods  of  I  night  (234)  1  week  (90)  or  1  month  (38).  112 
caravans  were  left  on  the  site  for  winter  storage  under  the  supervision  of 
the  ramp  warden. 


Visits  to  licensed  sites  .  17 

Visits  to  unlicensed  sites  .  2 
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Swioiming  Baths 


There  is  one  public  swimming  bath,  the  municipally  owned  Super 
Swimming  Stadium,  with  a  water  capacity  of  1,250,000  gallons.  Included 
in  the  establishment  is  a  Remedial  and  Slipper  Bath  section. 


The  water,  which  is  drawn  from  the  sea  and  stored  in  a  settling 
tank  before  use  in  the  bath,  i.s  maintained  at  a  high  standard  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  purity  by  means  of  a  Vacuum  Solution  Chlorinator  and  Hydraulic 
Solution  Feeder  for  Alkali. 


In  addition  to  the  daily  check  at  the  bath,  samples  of  the  water  are 
bacteriologically  analysed  at  intervals  throughout  the  season. 


26  bacteriological  analyses  were  made  as  follows  : — 


Inlet .  8 

Outlet  .  9 

Pool  Centre  .  9 


The  bacteriological  reports  were  all  excellent  and  a  specimen  is 
.shown  below  ; — 


Ref.  No. 

Date 

Bacterial 

Colonies 

Coliform  Bacilli 
per  100  c.c. 

Location 

572 

22nd  July 

Nil 

Nil 

Inlet 

573 

22nd  July 

Nil 

Nil 

Pool  Centre 

574 

22nd  July 

Nil 

Nil 

Outlet 

Two  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  from  paddling  pools  were 
gatiifactory. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS  (EMPLOYMENT) 

ACT,  1938 


During  the  year  our  very  efficient  Inspector  left  us  and  was  replaced. 
The  change  resulted  in  some  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  to  traders’ 
premises  while  the  new  Inspector  was  finding  his  feet. 

As  usual^  evening  and  Sunday  patrol  duties  were  earned  out  and 
offending  traders  were  warned. 

A  ballot  of  shopkeepers  was  conducted  to  ascertain  accurately  their 
preferred  dates  for  keeping  open. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  health  and  reasonable  comfort  of 
assistants  were  kept  under  review  and  in  general  were  very  satisfactory. 
Assistants’  meal  times  and  hours  worked  were  checked. 


Visits  .  1017 

Inspections  .  226 

Re-visits  . 23 

Visits  to  Cinemas  and  places  of  Public 
Entertainment  (Young  Persons  (Employ¬ 
ment))  Act,  1938)  .  6 

Informal  notices  served  re  absence  of  and 
improper  record  keeping  .  14 

Informal  notices  served  re  absence  of  suit¬ 
able  and  sufficient  washing  facilities .  Nil 

Informal  notices  served  re  absence  of  suit¬ 
able  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  Nil 

Verbal  warnings  (Sunday  trading)  .  11 

Visits  re  Sunday  trading  ballot  .  54 
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Visits  re  Sunday  trading 
Total  visits  made  ... 
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OFFENCES  DEALT  WITH  AT  MORECAMBE  POLICE  COURT 


On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £5. 

On  18th  July,  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  10/- 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £2, 

(2nd  offence) 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £5. 

(3rd  offence)  £1 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  10/- 
On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £2.  £1 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £5. 

(2nd  offence)  £1 

On  18th  July  1858  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £5. 

(3rd  offence)  £1 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  10/- 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £10. 

(2nd  offence)  £2 

On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shop  Assistant  fined  10/- 
On  18th  July  1958  (Public  Court)  Shopkeeper  fined  £5  £1  1 

Total  paid  into  Court  : —  Fines 

Costs 


s.  Od.  costs 

s.  Od.  costs 

s.  Od.  costs 

s.  Od.  costs 

2s. Od.  costs 

s.  Od.  costs 
£41  Os.Od. 
£7  7s.0d. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

INSPECTIONS  for  puiposes  of  provisioni  ai  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  effectiveness  of  the  Anti-Litter  Act,  which  was  introduced  to 

I 

England  and  Wales  last  August  with  the  minimum  of  ceremony,  was 
clearly  apparent  from  its  inception  and  it  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration  to 
describe  the  changed  appearance  of  the  streets  as  a  complete  transforma¬ 
tion,  This  satisfactory  response  by  the  general  public  encourages  the  hope 
that  within  the  space  of  a  few  years  we  will  solve  a  problem  which  has 
always  offended  good  taste. 

Refuse  Collection 

Despite  the  sound  hygienic  and  aesthetic  grounds  for  a  dustless 
refuse  collection  service,  the  extraordinarily  high  cost  of  such  a  scheme 
dictates  the  middle  course  known  as  semi-dustless  loading. 


A  number  of  devices  are  available  to  aid  in  preventing  the  escape 
of  dust  when  receptacles  are  being  loaded  into  collecting  vehicles  and  two 
of  these  are  now  operated  by  this  department. 


This  particular  device  takes  the  form  of  a  rear  loading  body  which 
can  be  elevated  to  pack  the  refuse  and  it  conforms  with  the  axiom  that 
such  vehicles  should  be  covered  to  screen  their  contents  from  the  public 
gaze  and  to  prevent  dust  dispersal  by  the  wind. 


The  department  has  operated  two  of  these  modern  vehicles  for  the 
past  six  months  and  they  are  without  a  doubt  more  economical  to  work 
and  less  fatiguing  to  load. 


Dogs 


Since  it  became  an  offence  to  allow  a  dog  on  to  the  Promenade 
except  when  on  a  lead,  the  nuisance  caused  by  dogs  fouling  the  footpaths 
has  come  to  an  end  in  that  part  of  the  Borough. 


.Sickness 


The  sickness  and  absence  rates  for  the  past  three  years  are 
follows  : — 


Yearly  Average  Highest  Lowest 


1956 

5-34% 

1957 

6-77% 

1958 

7-08% 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection 

House  and  Trade  Refuse 

Raw  Kitchen  Waste  . 

Fish  and  Shrimp  Offal  ...  . 
Slaughterhouse  Offal  . 


Refuse  Disposal 

Controlled  Tip  ...  . 

Salvage  Plant  . 

Trade  Waste  Plant 


Monthly  Rate 

Monthly  Rate 

10-2% 

2-85% 

13-0% 

0-05% 

10-0% 

3-64% 

Loads 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

8546 

15296 

0 

3 

257 

87 

10 

2 

585 

224 

16 

3 

248 

140 

17 

2 

9636 

15749 

5 

2 

7551 

14979 

10 

0 

995 

316 

10 

3 

1090 

453 

4 

3 

9636 

15749 

5 

2 

Salvage  Plant  Sales 

Waste  Paper 
Textiles 
Metals  . 


T.  C.  Q.  lbs. 
263  3  0  0 

15  0  0 

3  13  0  21 

268  1  0  21 


£  s.  d. 

2258  16  10 

21  14  0 

77  16  1 


2358  6  1 1 


Trade  Waste  Plant  Sales 


Fish  Manure  . 

12 

1 

0 

0 

495 

0 

6 

Concentrated 

Kitchen  Waste  ... 

57 

14 

0 

0 

420 

16 

0 

Slaughterhouse 

Manure  . 

23 

18 

0 

0 

404 

14 

9 

Shrimp  Manure  . . . 

7 

16 

2 

0 

234 

15 

0 

Fat  . 

1 

1 

2 

0 

45 

13 

9 

Bones  . 

5 

14 

0 

0 

29 

18 

6 

108 

5 

0 

0 

1630 

18 

6 

34 


HODSING 


The  main  emphasis  in  housing  has  moved  from  the  provision  of 
the  three  bedroom  house  for  waiting  list  families  to  the  building  of  flats 
and  bungalows  for  old  people  and  the  rehousing  of  those  removed  from 
unfit  premises. 


For  many  years  after  the  war  the  needs  of  these  two  groups  of 
people  were  necessarily  neglected  while  a  great  effort  was  made  to  provide 
houses  for  the  many  parents  with  young  children  whose  conditions  were 
desperate.  Although  it  was  indeed  time  that  the  old  people  should  be 
remembered  and  that  the  unfit  property  should  be  pulled  down,  nevertheless 
there  is  still  a  waiting  list  of  parents  with  young  children;  and  since  the 
help  offered  now  in  buying  a  house  and  in  upgrading  old  houses,  and 
the  encouragement  of  a  more  economical  use  of  houses  by  the  Rent  Act 
do  not,  all  of  them,  affect  this  waiting  list,  the  problem  remains.  It  is 
a  much  smaller  problem  than  it  was  some  years  ago,  but  it  still  means 
too  many  young  families  without  true  homes;  and  it  is  a  problem  that 
may  have  stopped  diminishing  and  might  start  again  to  grow. 


Housing  Needs 

The  798  names  on  the  Housing  Officer’s  list  of  those  living  in 
rodms  at  the  end  of  the  year  represented  the  following  family  groups  : — 

Families  of  2  (i.e.  without  children)  or  single  persons  398 


Families  of  3  (i.e.  with  1  child)  .  255 

Families  of  4  (i.e.  with  2  children)  .  101 

Families  of  5  (i.e.  with  3  children) . 35 

Families  of  4  or  more . 9 


Progress  of  Local  Authority  Schemes 

During  the  year  227  houses  and  43  flats  were  built  in  the  Borough  : 
of  these,  205  houses  and  19  flats  were  built  by  persons  or  bodies  other 
than  the  Local  Authority. 


Demolition  Orders  were  obtained  for  two  unfit  houses  —  The 
Bungalow,  Thornton  Lane  and  116a.  Lancaster  Road. 


[K»SpeCtiODl9 


Housing  Act,  1936 

Houses  inspected  .  9 

Houses  re-inspected  .  2 

Rent  books  examined  .  Nil 

Rent  books  not  complying  (S.4) .  Nil 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  41 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Houses  inspected  .  1119 

Houses  re-inspected .  795 


Housing  Act,  1949  Improvement  grants  etc. 


No.  of 

Schemes 

No.  of  dwelling  houses 
or  other  buildings 
affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  indi¬ 
viduals  to  local  authority  ... 

10 

10 

(b)  Approved  by  local  authority 

10 

10 

(c)  Submitted  by  local  authority 
to  Ministry  . 

1 

1 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

1 

1 

(e)  Work  completed  . 

7 

7 

(f)  Additional  separate  dwellings 
included  in  fe)  above  . 

— 
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HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 


Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 
A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Id  Ctearaac«  Areas 

Houses 

 DISPLACED 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

(1)  Houses  unlit  for  human  habitation 

12 

29 

12 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 
bad  arrangement,  etc . 

_ 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 
Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957. 

--- 

— 

— 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17(1) 
Housing  Act,  1957  ...  . 

1 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 
certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  . 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  where  action  has  been  taken 
under  local  Acts  . 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfit¬ 
ness  Orders  . 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

(8)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and 
35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957  . 

14 

28 

14 

(9)  Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 
Housing  Act,  1957  . 

— 

— 

(10)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957 
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C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT 


AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH 


DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 


By  Owner 

By  L.A. 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  local 

authority  . 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under 

545 

— 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16  Housing 

6 

6 

Act,  1957  .  ...  . 

(13)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 

1957  . 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPOR4RY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 


Nil 


E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT. 


Nil 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Very  little  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  the  administration  of 
this  Act  and,  for  the  most  part^  tenants  and  owners  have  acted  reasonably. 

Some  repair  and  improvement  of  property  has  been  obtained  as  a 
consequenece  of  the  Act  which  would  not  have  been  obtained  without  it. 


Applications  for  certifiicates  of  disrepair  ...  77 

Notices  of  intention  to  issue  certificates  ...  13 

Certificates  issued  .  3 

Certificates  cancelled  .  2 

Undertaking  given  by  landlords .  5 

Visits .  74 

Re-visits . '  ...  22 

Interviews  .  Nil 
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INSPEaiON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

1.  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type  of  business,  in  the  district  at  end 
of  year  ; 


Type  of  Business  No. 


Boarding  houses  .  3755  approx. 

Restaurant  kitchens  .  600  „ 

Grocers  .  200 

Greengrocers  .  40 

Fishmongers  .? .  23 

Butchers  .  41 

Fried  fish  shops  .  35 

Offensive  trades  .  2 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals, 

ice-cream,  etc .  No  figure 

available 

Shrimp  pickers  .  100 

Licensed  premises^  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafes, 

snack  bars  and  similar  catering  establishments  ...  4355 

Bakehouses  .  67 


2.  Number  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Acts,  or 
other  local  Acts  : 


No.  of  inspections  of 
No.  registered  registered  premises 
Type  of  Business  at  31.12.58  during  the  year 


Fish  friers  . 

35 

61 

Sausages,  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  and  preserved  food  , . . 

55) 

1 

plus 

Fish  frying  . 

1  1 

369 

Potted  food  (Shrimp  picking) 

100 

312 

Food  stores,  food  hawkers 
under  the  L.C.C.  (General 
Powers)  Act  . 

26 

17 

Ice-cream  . 

213 

454 

Dairies  . 

28 

152 

39 


3.  Special  examinations  of  food  stocks  or  consignments  during  year: 
Nil. 


4.  Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  meat. 
(See  page  62). 
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MII.K  PREMISEvS  AND  PLANT 


Register  Distributors  Dairies 

Total  on  Register,  1.1.58  .  128  28 

Transfers  .  3  Nil 

Deletions  .  1  2 

Additions .  5  2 

Total  on  Register,  31.12.58  .  132  28 

Distributors 

Distributors  only  .  41 

Distributors  from  shops  .  60 

Distributors  from  dairies  .  31 

licences 

Tuberculin  Tested: 

Dealers .  5 

Dealers  renewal .  47 

Supplementary .  9 

Pasteurised  : 

Pasteurisers  .  1 

Dealers . 8 

Dealers  renewal .  57 

Supplementary .  6 

Sterilised  : 

Dealers  .  5 

Dealers  renewal .  45 

Supplementary .  4  187 

Visits  and  Inspections  : 

Distributors  .  485 

Dairies  .  152 

Pasteurising  plant  ...  .  51 

Farms  (Food  and  Drugs  Act  only)  .  Nil 

Bottling  establishments  (other  than  plant)  .  17 

Milk  bars  .  Nil 

Bacteriological  sampling .  279 

Day  nursery .  8 

School  kitchen  .  1 

Complaints  received .  1 
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BACTERlOfvOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 


251  samples  of  milk  were  taken  or  purchased  involving  some  710 
examinations.  These  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
attached  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Lancaster  and  supervised  by  Dr.  A.  G. 
Rickards. 


13  samples  were  of  undesignated  milk  and  248  were  licensed.  The 
undesignated  were  sampled  at  the  processing  plant  before  being  heat- 
treated  and  of  these  2  were  of  unsatisfactory  keeping  quality.  No 
iindesignated  milk  is  sold  to  consumers  in  this  area. 


3  out  of  7  samples  of  T.T.  milk  arriving  at  the  local  plant  for 
pasteurisation  or  bottling  were  satisfactory. 


13  samples  of  milk  of  all  grades  were  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  all  were  negative. 


The  quality  of  the  untreated  milk  arriving  at  the  processing  plant 
remains  very  similar  to  that  of  last  year;  most  of  it  is  sent  from  farms 
outside  the  borough  and  unsatisfactory  samples  are  reported  to  the  Minis¬ 
try  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  “Unsatisfactory”  means  either  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  B.  Coli  or  failure  to  pass  the  methylene  blue  test,  meaning  milk 
of  poor  keeping  quality.  A  local  authority’s  officer  is  no  longer  empowered 
to  visit  farms  in  his  own  area;  the  authority  that  once  he  had  was  removed 
by  the  regulation  of  1949  and  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  and  so  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  report  on  conditions  at 
the  farms. 

Samples  taken  also  included  laboratory  reports  on  14  milk  bottles 
after  cleansing  by  machine  or  manually  and  prior  to  filling. 

31  samples  of  school  milk  (Pasteurised)  were  wholly  satisfactory. 

Platform  tests  of  the  milk  on  arrival  at  the  local  pasteurising  plant 
are  taken  daily;  several  churns  were  returned  to  the  farmers  as  being 
unsatisfactory. 


A  summary  of  the  bacteriological  findings  in  respect  of  the  samples 
is  given  in  the  following  table  : 
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Tubercle 

BaciUi 

-f 

1 

d 

m 

22 

Turbidity 

Test 

Satisfactory 

1 

1 

1 

o^ 

1 

! 

1 

1 

19 

Phosphatase  Test 
(Heat  Treatment) 

V 

/o 

j  Satisfactory 

100.0 

j  0001 

0  001 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

8 

Pass 

09 

95 

cn 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

186  1 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
(Keeping  quality) 

'  % 

Satisfactory 

100.0 

0001 

o 

o 

o 

1 

93.3 

! 

o 

o 

oo 

1 

57.1 

33.3 

95.7 

Pass 

09 

95 

1 

r- 

4— < 

T— 1 

222  ! 

B.  Coli  absent  in  0.1 
c.c. 

% 

Satisfactory 

100.0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

0001 

i 

i  95.2 

!  : 

1 

0001 

1 

O 

o 

o 

99.6 

i 

Pass 

09 

95 

S-H 

m 

i 

i  02 

cn 

231 

No.  of 
Samples 

09 

95 

1 

19 

«N 

<N 

c 

c 
•  ^ 

« 

i 

» w 

u 

a 

c 

4 

» 

[ 

•a 

> 

1 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) 

Pasteurised  j 

Pasteurised 
(School  Milk) 

Sterilised 

Tuberculin 

TpctprJ 

(Channel  Isles)* 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Bottled) 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Bulk) 

Undesignated 

(Bulk) 

Total 

43 


Includes  Jersey  and  Guernsey. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Irs'^pection  oi  Food  Premises  : 


Bakehouses  .  103 

Restaurant  kitchens  and  Snack  bars  .  368 

Food  preparation  premises  (Registered)  ...  369 

Fish  friers  .  61 

Food  stores .  20 

[Proposed  food  premises  .  237 

School  kitchen  .  1 

Stalls  .  183 

Markets  .  50 

Licensed  premises .  17 

Miscellaneous  .  446 

Shrimp  picking  premises .  312 

Manufacturers  of  soft  drinks  .  Nil 

Boarding  houses  .  35 

Vehicles  .  7 


During  1958,  2  bakehouses  were  discontinued  and  removed  from 
the  register.  There  are  nov/  67  bakehouses  on  the  register  52  in  use  and 
15  not  in  use. 


C'ontraventions  discovered  : 


Premises  : 

Dirty  or  defective  equipment  . 

Food  exposed  to  contamination  . 

Lack  of  personal  cleanliness  . 

Defective  drainage  . 

Defective  or  inadequate  sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  . 

Dirty  sanitary  conveniences  . 

Inadequate  water  supply  . 

^Inadequate  hot  water  supply . 

Inadequate  wash  hand  basins  . 

/  Absence  of  soap,  nailbrushes,  etc . 

I  Inadequate  sinks  . 

^  Inadequate  hot  water  supply  . 

f  Absence  of  cloths,  soap  etc . 

Absence  of  first  aid  equipment  . 

Absence  of  clothing  accommodation  . 

Inadequate  lighting  . 


3 

2 

2 

6 

2 

15 


12 

9 

5 

3 

1 

3 

3 
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Inadequate  ventilation  .  1 

Food  rooms  used  as  sleeping  places  . 

Defective  construction  of  food  rooms  .  5 

Lack  of  cleanliness  of  food  rooms  . .  10 

Inadequate  refuse  accommodation  .  - 

Improper  storage  of  food  .  - 

Absence  of  notices  .  2 

Smoking  whilst  preparing  .  - 

Animals  in  food  rooms  .  1 


Stalls  : 

Absence  of  name  and  address  .  1 

Dirty  conditions  . 

Inadequate  lighting  .  1 

Inadequate  screening  .  2 

Defective  construction  . 


Inadequate  refuse  accommodation 


Inadequate  water  supply  .  1 

Inadequate  sinks  .  1 

Absence  of  soap,  towels  for  persons 

employed .  1 

Absence  of  cloths  for  equipment  .  1 

Inadequate  hot  water  supply  . 


Transport  of  meat  : 

Inadequate  covers  to  vehicles  . 

Defective  vehicle  floor  . 

Dirty  conditions  of  vehicle  . 

Absence  of  offal  receptacles  . 

Absence  of  head  coverings  and  overalls 


Inadequate  wash-hand  basin  .  1 

Inadequate  hot  water  supply  .  1 

Absence  of  cloths,  soap,  etc .  1 

Absence  of  first  aid  equipment  .  1 
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Registered  Premises  : 


Register  Transfers  Addit’ns  Deletions  Register 
1.1.58  1958  1958  1958  31.12.58 

1.  Fish  friers .  35  1  -  -  35 

2.  wSausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  and 

preserved  food  .  53  -  4  2  55 

3.  Sausages,  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  and 
preserved  food  plus 


fried  fish  .  1  -  -  -  1 

4.  Potted  (Shrimp 

picker) .  -  -  100  -  100 


89  1  104  2  191 


Shrimp  Picking 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1957  amend  regula¬ 
tion  7  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  (which  restricts  the  giving 
out  of  food  for  preparation  or  picking  in  domestic  premises).  The 
operation  of  the  original  regulation  7  in  relation  to  shrimps,  prawns  and 
onions  had  been  postponed  until  1st  January,  1958.  The  new  regulation  7, 
applicable  to  shrimps,  prawns  and  onions  on  1st  June,  1958,  permits  the 
giving  out  of  these  specific  food  for  picking  on  domestic  premises  if  the 
premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of  the  food  in  question  with  the 
local  authority  under  section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act^  1955,  and  if 
certain  other  requirements  are  complied  with.  These  requirements  include 
(a)  a  periodic  check  by  the  person  giving  out  the  food  to  ensure  that 
the  worker  is  able  to  maintain  proper  standard,  (b)  the  cleanliness  of 
equipment  and  premises,  (c)  the  provision  of  a  water  supply  and  wash 
hand  basin,  (d)  the  protection  of  food  from  risk  of  contamination  and 
(e)  the  observance  of  cleanly  practices  by  persons  engaged  in  the  handling 
of  food  and  the  action  to  be  taken  where  they  suffer  from,  or  are  the 
carriers  of,  certain  infections. 

During  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  82  outworkers’  premises 
were  inspected  and  registered.  A  further  18  premises  have  been  inspected, 
and  registered  since  the  1st  June,  1958,  making  a  total  of  100  outworkers’ 
premises  on  the  register  of  the  Local  Authority.  In  addition  53  samples  of 
shrimps  from  outworkers’  premises  and  from  registered  food  preparation 
firms  have  been  bacteriologically  examined  for  the  presence  of  food  poi¬ 
soning  organisms  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  food  preparation  firms  dealing  in 
shrimps  have  whole-heartedly  co-operated  with  the  Department  in  every 
possible  way  in  the  implementation  of  the  regulation. 

In  addition  to  the  100  visits  to  shrimp  pickers’  premises  for  regis¬ 
tration  purposes  a  further  212  visits  have  been  made  to  outworkers’  pre¬ 
mises  during  the  picking  process  and  they  have  been  found  to  be  satisfact¬ 
ory. 


Educational  Activity 

It  is  a  matter  of  concern  and  regret  that  little  has  been  achieved 
during  the  year  in  the  field  of  educational  activity. 

Only  two  lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  have  been  given  to  men’s  and 
women’s  organisations. 

A  short  series  of  elementary  lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  to  classes 
organised  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  similar  to  those  held 
in  1956  which  were  so  successful,  had  to  be  abandoned  as  there  were  no 
enrolments  for  the  course. 

Only  9  persons  enrolled  for  a  course  of  12  lectures,  films  and 
demonstrations  and  visits,  sponsored  by  the  Education  Authority  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Public  Health  Department.  This  course  was  abandoned 
after  2  lectures  had  been  given  and  attempts  to  obtain  additional  enrol¬ 
ments  had  failed. 

This  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  very  many  people  in  the  town 
engaged  in  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  is  both  disappointing  and 
frustrating,  particularly  to  the  three  public  health  inspectors  who  devoted 
so  much  of  their  own  time  to  the  preparation  of  lectures,  demonstrations 
and  syllabuses  without  achieving  any  result  whatever. 

In  view  of  the  failure  of  organised  classes,  talks  on  Food  Hygiene 
to  food  handlers  at  the  time  of  official  visits  to  the  premises  are  very 
necessary. 
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vSAMPLING  AND  EXAMINAITION  OF  FOOD 


Chemical  Examination 

When  an  article  of  food  has  been  purchased  and  the  procedures 
set  out  in  Section  91  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act^  1955,  have  been  observed, 
the  sample  is  said  to  be  a  formal  one.  This  involves  the  separation  of 
the  sample  into  3  parts,  each  of  which  has  to  be  labelled  and  sealed.  To 
do  this  with  every  sample  would  take  considerable  tim*e  and  entail  a  great 
deal  of  work.  Time,  and  labour  also,  would  be  spent  on  many  samples 
on  which  proceedings  would  not  be  taken,  since  the  great  majority  are 
found  to  ge  genuine.  The  purchase,  moreover,  of  a  formal  sample  is 
relatively  expensive,  because  enough  of  each  article  must  be  bought  to 
allow  it  to  be  divided  into  three  portions.  For  these  reasons  many 
samples  are  bought  without  compliance  with  the  full  requirement  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and  these 
are  known  as  test,  or  informal,  samples.  If  the  result  of  analysis  of  such 
a  test  sample  should  be  unsatisfactory  then  the  food  concerned  would  be 
formally  sampled  to  obtain  evidence  acceptable  in  a  court  of  law. 

164  samples  were  purchased  or  taken  during  the  year  and  analysed 
by  the  Borough  Analyst,  as  follows  : 


^Informal  samples  of  milk  .  2 

Formal  samples  of  milk  .  81 

Informal  samples  of  food  .  62 

Informal  samples  of  ice-cream  .  12 

Informal  samples  of  drugs  .  5 

Miscellaneous  samples  .  2 


164 


Number  of  visits  and  re-visits  —  278. 

*  Includes  a  sample  specifically  tested  for  extraneous 
matter  No.  130  and  subject  later  to  legal  proceed¬ 
ings. 

((See  notes). 
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EXAMINATION  BY  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST 

MILK  : 

Formal  Samples  : 

Tuberculin  tested  : 

Genuine  .  11 

Genuine,  but  low  in  solids-not-fat  .  2 

Deficient  3'3%  fat  .  1  14 

T.T.  (Channel  Islands)  : 

Genuine  . 6  6 

T.T.  (Guernsey)  : 

Genuine  .  1  1 

T.T.  (Jersey)  : 

Genuine .  1  1 

T.T.  (Pasteurised)  : 

Genuine  .  17  17 

Sterilised  : 

Genuine  .  11 

Genuine,  but  slightly  low  in  solids-not-fat  ...  3  14 

Pasteurised  : 

Genuine  .  27 

Contained  0‘6%  extraneous  water  .  1  28  81 

Informal  Samples  ; 

Pasteurised  milk  : 

Genuine .  1 

Contained  extraneous  matter  .  1  2  83 

Of  the  milk  samples  purchased^  apart  from  5  which  showed  a  nor¬ 
mal  seasonal  decrease  in  the  solids-not-fat  content,  3  were  found  to  be 
adulterated.  See  later  notes. 

97'6%  of  the  milk  samples  were  genuine.  (Last  year  96' 1%). 
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Other  foods  : 


Genuine  Not  Genuine 


Apple  pie  filling  . 

Bread  . 

Butter . 

Beef,  potted  . 

Beef,  paste . 

Brawn,  pork  . 

Cream,  Jersey  canned  . 

Cream  double . 

Cream,  synthetic  . 

Cream  cake  . 

Coffee  flip 

(Wine  with  eggs  and  coffee  flavour) 

Coffee . 

Crab,  dressed  . 

Cheese  Spread . 

Chocolate  coconut  cake  flour  . 

Fish  paste . 

Fish  cakes . 

Flour,  self  raising  . . 

Fruit,  dried . 

Honey . 

Jam,  diabetic . 

Jelly  with  fruit . 

Lemon  curd  . 

Lard . 

Mushrooms,  creamed . 

Meat  paste . 

Marmalade . 

Milk,  condensed  . 

Meat^  potted  . 

Pancake  mix  . 

Rice,  creamed . . 

Sausage^  beef . 

Sausage,  frankfurter . 

Sausage,  pork  . 

Sausage,  Vienna  canned  . 

Sauce  . 

Soup,  tinned  .  . 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  paste  . 

Tea . 

Tomato  ketchup . 

Trifle  pack . 

Vinegar,  malt . 


3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

2 

2 

1 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


1 

1 
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Vinegar,  wine .  1 

Vinegar,  raspberry  .  1 

Vitamin  food  .  . .  1 


53  9  62 

Drugs  : 


Lung  mixture .  1 

Liver  tonic  .  1 

Medicinal  tonic .  1 

Senna  granules  .  1 

Cough  mixture .  1  5 


Ice-cream  : 

Genuine  .  12  12 

Miscellaneous  : 

Rum  beans .  1 

Clotted  cream  caramels .  1  2 

Sausages  : 

The  meat  content  of  the  pork  sausage  was  84'5%;  and  the  beef 
sausage  53‘5% 

ACTION  TAKEN  : 

38.  Vitamin  Food 

This  sample  contained  only  4*7  milligrammes  of  iron  per  ounce  com¬ 
pared  with  the  9  milligrammes  declared. 

The  manufacturers  were  informed  and  agreed  with  the  figure  after 
receiving  a  portion  of  the  sample  from  the  Public  Analyst.  They 
suggested  that  the  molasses  could  not  have  been  properly  mixed  and 
undertook  that  a  new  mixing  procedure  would  ensure  that  there  would 
be  no  recurrence  of  the  low  mineral  content. 

60.  Canned  Food 

Contained  1\  milligrammes  of  drained  peas  without  declaration  in  the 
list  of  ingredients.  The  can  contained  only  141  ozs.  compared  with  the 
IS^ozs.  claimed  on  the  label. 

The  canners  were  communicated  with,  and  the  label  has  been  amend¬ 
ed  to  include  peas;  the  remaining  complaint  was  referred  to  the 
\\^eights  and  Measures  Department. 
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81.  Frankfurter  Sausage 

A  complaint  was  received  that  these  sausages  had  caused  illness.  They 
were  examined  and  found  to  be  chemically  wholesome. 


85.  Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 

The  fish  content  was  only  60%  instead  of  the  regulation  70%  The 
manufacturers  were  cautioned  and  a  repeat  sample  was  genuine. 

1 1 2.  Bread 

Following  a  complaint,  a  loaf  of  bread  was  found  to  contain  an 
aluminium  rivet.  A  hole  in  the  crumb  adjacent  to  an  area  of  com¬ 
pressed  bread,  together  with  aluminium  powder  in  the  area  of  the 
cavity  amounting  to  170  parts  per  million  of  aluminium  as  compared 
with  20  parts  per  million  in  remoter  parts  of  the  loaf,  showed  that  the 
rivet  had  been  cooked  into  the  loaf  and  had  been  driven  through  it 
by  the  cutter  of  the  slicing  machine.  The  bakers  were  summonsed 
for  selling  bread  not  of  the  quality  demanded,  and  the  case  was  heard 
at  Morecambe.  After  a  lengthy  hearing  two  firms  were  each  fined 
£20  and  £3  17s.  6d.  costs,  a  total  of  £47  15s.  Od. 


126.  Ijemon  Cheese 

This  pre-packed  article  contained  no  declaration  of  net  weight.  The 
vendor  was  interviewed  and  the  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector 
informed,  and  the  labels  were  reprinted. 

130.  IVlilk 

A  full  pint  sealed  bottle  of  milk  was  found  to  contain  a  piece  of 
clinker  weighing  16  06  grammes.  The  bottlers  of  the  milk  were  pro¬ 
secuted  and  fined  £5  with  £4  17s.  Od.  costs. 

139.  Potted  Meat 

The  analysis  showed  50'5%  meat  and  gelatine  and  49'5%  added  water. 
Potted  meat  should  contain  meat  and  seasoning  only.  The  vendor  was 
interviewed.  Further  samples  will  be  obtained. 


161.  Vinegar 

The  vinegar  had  characteristics  of  distilled  malt  vinegar  coloured 
with  caramel.  The  packers  were  informed  and  they  admitted  the  off¬ 
ence  and  assured  the  department  that  in  future  they  would  be  using 
pure  malt  vinegar.  No  further  action  was  taken  as  the  vinegar  sold 
under  the  false  description  was  of  better  quality  than  pure  malt 
vinegar. 
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143.  Fish  Paste 


The  fish  content  was  only  50  % .  Further  revisits  showed  that  this 
product  had  been  re-named  sandwich  spread,  and  no  further  action 
could  be  taken. 

64.  Milk 

A  formal  sample  was  found  to  be  3*3%  deficient  in  fat.  The  vendor 
was  notified,  and  a  later  sample  proved  genuine. 

66.  Milk 

A  formal  sample  of  milk  contained  06%  extraneous  water.  The 
vendor  was  cautioned. 


The  following  complaints  were  dealt  with  without  recourse  to  the 
Borough  Analyst  or  the  Court. 


1.  Extraneous  Matter  in  Bread 

A  portion  of  a  pre-packed  sliced  loaf  was  thought  to  contain  a  piece 
of  bandage.  This  was  referred  to  the  packers  concerned  who  sent  it 
to  their  own  Research  Laboratory  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  small 
piece  of  fine  cotton  string,  probably  a  tie  from  a  flour  bag.  The 
bakers  apologised  and  a  special  visit  was  made  by  the  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment  to  the  aggrieved  consumer. 


2.  Tinned  Pineapple  Fingers 

A  tin  of  pineapple  fingers  contained  two  insects  later  identified  as 
belonging  to  the  family  Nitidulidae  which  are  sap  feeders  commonly 
associated  with  fruit.  One  would  probably  find  them  on  pineapples 
gathered  in  fields,  where  they  would  be  feeding  on  the  sap  of  the 
trees  and  the  juice  of  the  fruits.  The  attention  of  the  packers  and 
importers  was  called  to  the  presence  of  these  insects.  A  letter  of 
apology  was  received  and  the  representative  called  on  the  complainant. 

3.  Bread 

A  complaint  was  received  regarding  the  presence  of  what  was  thought 
to  be  rodent  excrement  in  a  slice  of  pre-packed  bread.  This  was 
examined  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  piece  of  compacted  flour  in  a 
matrix  of  lubricating  grease.  This  substance  tends  to  build  up  on 
the  chains  of  the  baking  machine.  The  firm  was  communicated  with 
and  the  engineers  have  modified  the  machinery  so  that  it  will  not 
occur  again. 


4.  Milk 


The  Education  Authority  complained  regarding  the  presence  of 
foreign  matter  in  a  bottle  of  school  milk.  This  was  referred  to  the 
bottlers  who  examined  the  milk  and  the  extraneous  matter  (a  leaf 
from  a  tree)  and  they  concluded  that  the  leaf  had  been  put  into  an 
empty  bottle  and  unfortunately  had  not  been  removed  by  a  washing 
machine.  The  leaf  was  certainly  sterile  but  should  not  have  been  pres¬ 
ent  in  the  milk.  This  was  the  first  complaint  from  this  particular 
dairy  and  the  department  were  assured  it  would  not  occur  again. 


5,  Turkish  Delight 

This  complaint  referred  to  a  box  of  Turkish  Delight  the  appearance 
of  which  seemed  unwholesome  to  the  purchaser.  This  food  was  not 
unfit,  being  of  the  nature  and  substance,  but  not  necessarily  the 
quality  demanded.  There  was  no  question  of  court  proceedings  but 
we  did  call  the  attention  of  the  manufacturers  to  the  condition  and 
it  seemed  to  be  clear  that  the  condition  of  the  Turkish  Delight  was 
due  to  its  being  displayed  in  the  shop  window  in  too  hot  a  sun. 


6  Mineral  Water 

A  bottle  of  mineral  water  when  opened  was  found  to  ^ ‘taste  of  dis¬ 
infectant  and  smell  strongly."  The  bottle  was  examined  and  it  was 
obviously  affected  by  a  detergent  which  had  soaked  into  the  stopper. 
The  manufacturers  were  communicated  with  and  the  matter  was 
agreeably  settled. 


7.  Milk 

This  complaint  referred  to  a  dirty  milk  bottle.  The  bottle  was  dirty 
and  although  prosecution  would  have  been  successful  it  was  felt  that 
a  severe  warning  would  serve  a  more  useful  purpose.  The  owner  of 
the  plant  was  interviewed  and  he  was  warned  that  any  future  neglect 
would  be  reported  with  a  view  to  formal  action. 


8.  Chicken  and  Stuffing 

This  contravention  related  to  a  purchase  of  the  above  containing  a 
nail,  but  the  purchase  was  made  in  a  neighbouring  authority  and  1 
understand  that  the  sub-committee  of  the  authority  considered  this 
infringement  and  decided  to  issue  a  strong  caution.  The  premises, 
which  were  those  of  a  local  manufacturer,  were  visited  by  an  Inspec¬ 
tor  from  this  Department  also. 
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9.  Biscuits 

A  half  pound  packet  of  cream  crackers  was  found  to  contain  extrane¬ 
ous  matter.  This  was  examined  in  the  department  and  found  to  be 
a  portion  of  a  Woodbine  cigarette  card.  The  manufacturers  were  com¬ 
municated  with;  this  was  the  first  complaint  received  in  respect  of 
this  particular  firm.  The  complainant  appeared  to  be  reluctant  to  give 
evidence  but  we  asked  for  a  complete  investigation  by  the  firm’s  own 
Technical  Department.  This  was  carried  out  and  in  the  report  sent 
to  this  office  they  accepted  complete  responsibility  for  the  presence 
of  the  extraneous  matter.  They  expressed  regret  and  assured  the 
Department  that  the  circumstances  would  be  made  known  to  the 
manager  and  the  staff  in  an  endeavour  to  stimulate  increased  efforts 
to  prevent  recurrence  and  to  safeguard  the  consumer  and  the  manu¬ 
facturer’s  interest. 


ICE-CREAM 


Bacteriological  Examinations  : 

202  samples  of  ice-cream  were  examined  as  follows  : — 

Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test  (with  provisional  gradings)  : 

Grade  I  . 

Grade  2  .  ^ 

Grade  3  . 

Grade  4  .  ^ 

In  the  tables  that  follow  are  given  the  results  of  bacteriological  and 

chemical  analyses. 

Bacillus  Coli  in  01  c.c.  : 

Absent .  202 


Present 


Nil 


Type 

No.  of 
Samples 

Provisional 

Gradings 

1  B.  Coli 
Absent 

1 

2 

3 

4 

in  0-1  c.c. 

Bulk 

90 

77 

7 

5 

1 

90 

Pre-packed 

107 

106 

1 

— 

— 

107 

Complete 
Cold  Mix 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Total 

202 

188 

8 

5 

1 

202 

The  figures  in  the  above  table  and  the  tables  that  follow  do  not 
include  “repeat”  samples  (11).  By  repeat  samples  is  meant  samples  taken 
at  various  stages  of  manufacture  and  storage  after  receipt  of  an  unsatisfact¬ 
ory  laboratory  report  on  a  particular  sample.  Such  repeat  sampling  is  of 
help  to  the  traders.  Manufacturers  are  without  exception  very  co-operative 
and  are  supplied  with  copies  of  all  reports  on  their  products.  If  a  sample 
is  graded  2  they  are  quite  disappointed  (although  2  is,  in  fact,  satisfactory) 
and  are  alarmed  at  an  odd  3  or  4  grading. 


Type  I  %  Graded  1  or  2 


1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1949 

Bulk 

93.33 

93.24 

96.1 

85.5 

51.7 

Pre-packed 

100.0 

99.04 

98.0 

97.2 

72.0 

Complete 
Cold  Mix 

100.0 

No  samples 

No  samples 

72.7 

41.3 

Comparative  Figures : 


Year 

Grade  1  or  2 

/o 

B.  Coli  absent 
in  0-1  c.c. 

o/ 

/o 

1949 

60.0 

97.8 

1955 

90.3 

100.0 

19.56 

97.3 

100.0 

1957 

96.59 

99.42 

1958 

97.03 

100.0 

I  sample  was  graded  “4”  as  compared  with  1  in  1957,  none  in  1956 
and  2T1%  in  1949. 
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Provisional  Gradings 

%  graded  1 

or  2 

1 

2 

3 

. 

4 

1958 

1957 

1949 

Local 

80 

5 

2 

1 

96.59 

95.0 

51.9 

‘Imported’ 

108 

3 

3 

— 

97.37 

97.9 

67.2 

Total 

188 

1 

97.03 

96.6 

60.0 

The  total  number  of  samples  examined  this  year  shows  an  increase 
of  26  over  last  year. 


Composition ; 

12  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst;  all  were  satisfact¬ 
ory;  7  were  of  local  manufacture.  The  latter  averaged  8‘39%  fat  and 
33'74%  solids;  “imported”  samples,  11'31%  fat  and  37’58%  solids. 


Sample  No. 

Fat  % 

Total  Solids  % 

1 

10-34 

37-19 

2 

10-02 

34-20 

3 

7-48 

31-60 

4 

12-15 

36-90 

5 

7-50 

32-90 

6 

8-00 

31-30 

7 

10-40 

34-80 

8 

5-00 

34-20 

9 

10-50 

37-50 

10 

10-40 

38-10 

11 

1 1  -30 

37-80 

12 

12-20 

37-60 

Average 

9-60 

35-34 

Visits  : 


Dealers  premises .  307 

Manufacturers  premises  .  130 

Storage  premises .  17 

Proposed  premises  .  7 

Cinemas  .  19 

Street  traders .  1 

Sampling .  211 

Informal  notices .  Nil 
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Registered  premises  : 


1.1.58  Ceased  New  31.12.58 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  .  5  -  -  5 

Manufacture  and  storage .  1  -  2  3 

Manufacture  and  sale .  7  4  -  3 

Storage  and  sale  .  3  -  2  5 

Storage  .  4  -  1  5 

Sale .  82  11  7  78 

Sale  of  pre-packed  (by  agreement)  ...  99  -  15  114 


201  15  27  213 


During  the  year  15  premises  ceased  to  be  used  for  ice-cream  pur¬ 
poses  and  the  certificates  of  registration  were  withdrawn.  The  Council 
approved  the  transfer  of  27  certificates,  6  premises  were  re-inspected  and 
new  certificates  of  registration  issued. 

ICE-LOLLlES 

l.oeally  niaiiufaetured  : 

Sold  unwrapped  .  8 

Pre-packed  .  8 

(All  satisfactory) 

Imported  : 

Pre-packed  .  29 

(All  satisfactory) 

MEAI  AND  FOOD  INSPECHON 

V isits  : 

Fown  slaughterhouses  .  1417 

Heysham  Harbour  slaughterhouse  ...  91 

Butchers  shops  .  295 

Other  food  shops  .  457 

2260 
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Animal?)  Inspected  : 


Town  HeyshaiTi  lolal 

Beasts  (excluding  cows)  ...  3491  53  3544 

Cows  .  185  —  185 

Calves  .  186  —  186 

Sheep  and  lambs  .  17110  1023  18133 

Pigs  .  2407  41  2448 


23379  1117  24496t 


t  (1957  —  25,447) 

Meat  condemned  (including  Heysham  Harbour)  : 

Cattle  : 

Tuberculosis  : 

Carcases .  .  lOX 

Forequarter .  2 

Head  and  Tongues  .  90 

Lungs  (sets)  .  131 

Livers  .  65 

Skirts . ...  23 

Stomachs  .  9 

Spleens  .  72 

Intestines  (sets)  .  2 

Hearts .  23 

Udders  .  lbs.  30 

Other  Diseases  : 

Carcase  (emaciation)  .  6 

Carcase  (inflammation  and  dropsy)  ...  . .  1 

Carcase  (pneumonia)  .  1 

Carcase  (septicaemia)  .  1 

Carcase  (bruising)  .  1 

Carcase  (fever)  .  7 

Carcase  (mastitis)  .  1 

Carcase  (gangrene)  .  1 

Forequarters  (bruising)  .  1 

Livers  (cirrhosis)  .  lbs.  17870 

Kidneys  (nephritis)  .  7 

Tongue  (actinomycosis)  .  10 

Kidneys  (abscesses)  .  4 

Lungs  (sets)  (pneumonia) .  4 

Livers  (abscesses)  .  35 
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Lungs  (sets)  (inflammation)  .  2 

Hearts  (pericarditis)  .  3 

Intestines  (sets)  (inflammation)  .  2 

Udder  (mastitis) . lbs.  50 

Beef  (bruising)  .  lbs.  1435 

Beef  (bone  taint)  .  lbs.  30 

Tongue  (abscesses)  .  5 


Cysticercus  Bovis  : 

3  cases  of  C.  Bovis  were  discovered  (as  compared 
with  2  in  1957  and  48  in  1950). 


Calves  : 


1 
1 
1 
I 
1 

Sheep : 


Carcase  (fevered)  . 

Carcase  (abscesses)  . 

Carcase  (dropsy)  . 

Liver  (abscesses)  . 

Veal  —  leg  (bruising)  . . . 
Veal  —  breast  (bruising) 


Carcase  (abscesses)  . 

Carcase  (pyaemia)  . 

Carcase  (fever)  . 

Carcase  (emaciation)  . 

Forequarter  (bruised)  . 

Carcase  (lamb)  (flukes) . 

Carcase  (lamb)  (emaciation) 
Carcase  (lamb)  (fevered)  ... 
Carcase  (lamb)  (anaemia)  ... 

Forequarter  (abscesses)  . 

Livers  (flukes)  . 

Livers  (parasites)  . 

Leg  (bruised)  ...  . . 

Leg  (abscesses)  . 

Mutton  flank  (abscesses)  ... 


Mutton  (bruised) .  lbs. 

Lamb  (bruising)  .  ...  lbs. 


Lamb  loins  (adhesions) 


1 

16 

4 

2 

1 

6 

6 

1 

1 

634 

12 

1 

1 
1 

45 

978 

2 


Pigs  : 


Tuberculosis  : 

Head  ... 
Plucks  ... 


24 

7 


Other  Diseases  : 


Carcase  (abscesses)  .  1 

Carcase  (fevered)  .  3 

Carcase  (bruising)  .  2 

Carcase  (inflammation)  .  1 

Carcase  (gangrene)  .  1 

Livers  (cirrhosis)  .  43 

Livers  (cysts)  .  6 

Pork  (bruised)  .  lbs.  1339 


UNSOUND  FOOD  (other  than  carcase  meat)  surrendered  : 


Meat : 


Meat . 

Meat,  luncheon  . 

Pork,  roast  . 

Pork,  chopped  . 

Pork,  loins  . 

Beef,  corned  . 

Beef,  roast  . 

Steak . 

Tongue,  ox . 

Liver  (boxes)  . 

Liver  . 

Pork  luncheon  meat  ... 
Pork  luncheon  meat  . , . 

Pork  butts . 

Lambs  liver . 

Beef . 

Mutton  . 

Kidney  . 

Ham,  chopped . 

Ham,  boiled  . 

Ham,  cooked  . 

Sausage  . 

Salami  . 

Sausage  . . 


Tins  lbs. 
39 

20 

31 

1211 

2 

152 

531 

11 

1131 

41 

141 

1 

471 

40 

80 

84 

4 

711 

57 

1987 

136 

4 

109 


Fish  : 

Fish .  12 

Shell  Fish  : 

Crabs  . .  . .  (stone) 


Quantity 


2 
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Tins  lbs.  Quantity 

Fruit : 


Apples  .  5 

Fniit .  399 


Vegetables  : 

Peas  . 

Potatoes  .. 
Vegetables 

Confectionery  : 


Cream  .  (gallons)  | 

Cream^  synthetic  .  (gallons)  6 

Lard  .  3^ 

Chinese  egg .  66 


Provisions  and  Miscellaneous  : 

Rice . 

Semolina  . 

Sago  . 

Cheese  . 

Milk . 

Meat  pies  . 

Soup . 

Poultry  ; 

Poultry  (case)  .  1 

Disposal  of  condemned  meat : 

Carcase  beef  is  sold^  after  impregnation  with  green  dye,  to  a  pro¬ 
cessor  of  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Beef  livers  which  are  found  tubercle  free  and  not  affected  with  any 
septic  condition  are  collected  for  pharmaceutical  purposes.  The  remainder 
of  the  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  reguarly  collected  by  the  Authority 
and  treated  by  the  fertilizer  processing  plant  operated  by  the  Cleansing 
Department. 


28 

30 

4 

44 


202 

152 
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Merchandise  Marks  Acts  1887  to  1953 


The  Act  of  1926  requires  an  indication  of  origin  to  be  given  in 
the  case  of  certain  goods  which  are  the  subject  of  special  orders  made  un¬ 
der  the  Act  and  include  glue  and  gelatine,  honey,  fresh  apples,  currants, 
sultanas,  raisins,  eggs  in  shell,  dried  eggs,  oat  products,  tomatoes,  malt 
products,  salmon  and  trout,  butter,  bacon  and  ham,  dead  poultry^  maize 
starch,  meat,  salt,  and  margarine. 

Many  of  the  products  are  frequently  offered  or  exposed  for  sale 
without  the  statutory  declaration  and  tomatoes  in  1958  were  a  particular 
instance  of  this,  especially  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  when  local 
or  home  grown  tomatoes  were  not  available.  Many  local  traders  ignored 
the  Order  and  Dutch,  Jersey  and  Guernsey  tomatoes  were  exhibited  with 
no  marking  at  all,  the  purchaser  being  led  to  assume  they  were  English. 
The  problem  is  easy  to  solve  when  no  home  grown  or  local  tomatoes  are 
on  the  market,  but  when  both  are  available,  it  would  seem  to  be  impos¬ 
sible. 


Number  of  visits  to  shops  . 

Number  of  circular  letters  issued  . 


212 


44 


Number  of  verbal  warnings 


33 


l.abelling  of  Food  : 

Controlled  by  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 


Number  of  visits 


136 


Action  taken  : 


See  reports  on  food  sampling,  pages  51 — 55. 
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REGULATIONS,  ETC.,  ISSUED  DURING  1958. 


Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

Operated  on  the  1st  August  and  amends  certain  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933-1954 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


The  Act  covers  (a)  construction  standards  for  hygiene  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  cruelty  to  animals;  (b)  hygienic  practises;  (c)  isolation  of  slaugh¬ 
ter  halls  from  dwellings;  (d)  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  workers;  (e) 
slaughterhouse  reports;  (f)  revised  licensing  procedure. 


Slaughter  of  Pigs  (Anaesthesia)  Regulations,  1958 

Permits  the  use  of  installations  for  the  anaesthetising  by  carbon 
dioxide  gas  of  pigs  for  slaughter.  Operate  from  the  1st  December  and 
lay  down  requirements  to  be  observed  in  the  design  and  operation  of  an 
installation  to  prevent  the  infliction  of  unnecessary  suffering  on  the  pigs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals — Electric  Stunning 

The  Ministry  sets  down  5  precautions  to  be  observed  by  persons 
stunning  animals  by  means  of  electricity  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary 
suffering  on  the  animals. 


Slaughterhouse  (Meat  Inspection  Grant)  Regulations,  1958 

Prescribes  the  method  of  payment  to  the  Local  Authorities  for  meat 
inspection  duties. 


Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  periods)  (Ves.sels)  Regulations,  1958 

Operates  1st  June.  S.l  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  makes  it  an  offence  to 
emit  dark  smoke  from  the  funnels  of  vessels  and  the  permitted  emissions 
of  smoke  are  now  defined. 


Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  periods)  Regulations,  1958 

Operates  1st  June.  Specifies  the  limits  to  which  smoke  may  be 
emitted  from  the  chimneys  of  buildings  and  industrial  plants. 
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Alkali  etc.  Works  Order,  1958 

Operates  1st  June  and  extends  the  list  of  works  scheduled  under  the 
Regulations  of  1906,  and  the  list  of  noxious  gases  contained  therein.  These 
works  are  subject  to  special  provisions  in  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  Councils 
will  be  notified  of  any  changes. 


Tea  Sampling 

After  31st  December,  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise  discontinue  sampl¬ 
ing  tea  on  importation  for  adulteration  and  unfitness.  The  powers  of  Port 
Health  authorities  and  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  are  unaffected. 


Antidioxidanfs  in  Food  Regulations,  1958 

Operate  from  the  6th  September.  Provide  for  the  sale  and  import 
of  foods  which  contain  antidioxidants  within  prescribed  limits.  They 
specify  labelling  procedure  and  provide  that  where  a  food  is  certified  by 
a  public  analyst  to  contain  antidioxidant  not  permitted  by  the  regulations, 
that  food  may  be  treated  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Food  Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1957 

See  text  page  46. 
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P.H.  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations  1958 

Operates  from  24th  December.  The  regulations  permit  the  importa¬ 
tion  and  sale  of  certain  non-citrus  fruits  which  contain  ortho-phenylphenol 
within  the  limits  specified.  They  also  provide  for  the  carry  over  of  pro¬ 
portionate  quantities  of  the  preservative  to  articles  of  food  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  which  these  fruits  are  used  subject  in  the  case  of  articles  of  food 
containing  melon  to  a  maximum  tolerance  of  10  parts  per  million  calcu¬ 
lated  on  the  melon  content. 


Milk  Regulations  :  Approved  Oxidising  of  Preservative  Agents 

The  following  products  have  now  been  approved  :  (a)  Osmosan; 
(b)  Qualfac  Dairy  Detergent  Steriliser  Powder;  (c)  Swish;  (d)  Pep;  (e)  Leda 
Detergent  Steriliser;  (f)  Bibby  Detergent  Steriliser;  (g)  Circosan;  (h)  Lacto- 
san  “66”;  (j)  Eydosan;  (k)  D.S.  5;  (1)  Dairymaid. 

Copper  in  foods 

The  Food  Standards  Committee  on  copper  make  some  changes  in 
the  special  limits  recommended  for  certain  foods.  The  changes  are  set  out 
in  the  Appendix. 

Sausage 

It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  forward  the  quarterly  return  to  the 
Ministry  regarding  the  meat  content  and  prices  of  sausages. 

Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations  1958 

Operate  3rd  May.  Remove  the  requirement  that  no  liquor  shall 
be  labelled  as  a  cocktail  or  as  a  mixture  containing  spirits  unless  it  con¬ 
tains  not  less  than  40%  proof  spirit.  Such  liquors  will  still  be  subject  to 
a  label  showing  thereon  the  alcohol  content. 

Memo  188  Med.  Food  Poisoning 

A  revised  Memo  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  m  the  investigation  of 
food  poisoning. 


P.H.  (Imported)  Food  Regulations  1937  and  1948 

The  Ministry  have  now  recognised  certificates  in  respect  of  fully 
cooked  meat  products,  lard  and  animal  cases  from  China  and  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany. 

Chemical  Compounds  used  in  Agriculture  and  F"ood  Storage. 

A  dossier  has  been  prepared  by  the  Ministry  in  connection  with  the 
safe  use  of  chemicals  and  contains  many  recommendations  for  the  risks 
arising  from  the  use  of  toxic  substances. 
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LANCASHIRE  COmtT  COUNCIL  (GENERAL  POWERS) 

ACT,  1951 


This  Act  requires  the  registration  of  all  persons  who  sell,  offer  or 
expose  for  sale  any  food  from  a  vehicle^  basket,  pail,  tray  or  other  recept¬ 
acle  and  for  the  registration  of  all  premises  used  as  storage  accommodation 


for  such  food. 

Number  of  hawkers  on  register  as  at  1st.  January  .  87 

Number  of  transfers  during  the  year  .  Nil 

Number  of  new  registrations  .  Nil 

Number  of  hawkers  on  register  at  31st  December  .  87 

Number  of  hawkers  premises  on  register  as  at  1st  January  26 

Number  of  new  registrations .  Nil 

Number  of  hawkers  premises  on  register  at  31st  December  26 
Number  of  visits  made .  17 


FOOD  POISONING  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

OF  FOOD 


Foods  examined 

Chinese  egg  .  6 

Sausage  .  2 

Roast  ham  .  2 

vSteak  pie .  1 

Meat  (C.  Bovis)  .  3 

Beasts  spleen .  1 

Specimens  (faeces)  .  17  (I  positive) 

Shrimps  (Picked  and  Potted)  .  54 

Mussels  .  4 

Oysters  .  7 

Prawns  .  3 

Cockles  .  3 

Number  of  visits  made  .  173 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Visits  and  Disinfection  : 


Visits  of  inquiry  into  notified  cases  .  99 

Re-visits .  21 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  7 

Visits  re  disinfection  .  51 

Premises  disinfected  .  49 

Articles  disinfected  .  451 

Rooms  disinfected  .  87 

Number  of  times  steam  disinfector  used  ...  35 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected  .  66 


Dysenterj' : 

Visits  to  suspected  cases  .  153 

Specimens  (faeces)  examined  .  72  (Positive) 

110  (Negative) 


Mass  Miniature  Radiography.  Report  on  Survey  held  from  25th  March 
to  24th  May,  1957). 

(The  results  of  this  survey  were  not  reported  until  November,  1958). 

This  was  the  third  survey  in  Morecambe  and  District,  the  first  in 
1950  being  concentrated  on  Messrs.  Trimpells,  Ltd.  The  second  survey  in 
1952  being  the  first  in  which  the  whole  of  the  area  was  covered. 

Comments 

The  response  in  the  two  previous  surveys  was  as  follows  : —  1950  - 
4.954  persons  x-rayed;  1952 —  5,422  persons  x-rayed. 

The  response  in  the  recent  survey  was  8,530  and  out  of  a  total 
population  of  36,000  of  which  two-thirds  are  available,  this  shows  that 
approximately  35%  of  the  available  population  were  x-rayed,  which  is  a 
very  fair  response  for  this  type  of  non-industrial  town.  It  is  very  pleasing 
to  note  that  the  response  has  been  greatly  improved  on  the  previous  survey 
of  5  years  ago.  The  industrial  response  is  not  greatly  dissimilar,  but  there 
has  been  an  increase  of  about  two-thirds  in  the  response  of  the  general 
public. 


The  response  would  probably  have  been  even  greater  but  for  the 
extremely  inclement  weather,  with  drenching  rain,  which  spoilt  the  latter 
end  of  the  survey.  The  mobile  headquarters  in  the  town  centre  proved  very 
useful  as  there  was  no  other  accommodation  available. 

Out  of  a  total  of  8,524,  3,395  (only  39%)  had  previously  been  x- 
rayed  and  not  less  than  5,130  were  x-rayed  for  the  first  time.  This  is  ex¬ 
tremely  gratifying.  The  cumulative  total  of  people  x-rayed  for  1952  and 
1957  survey  is  10,552  or  43%  of  the  available  population. 


Analysis  of  Tables 
Table  2 

15  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  representing  a  rate  of  T8  per  thous¬ 
and  as  compared  with  only  7  cases  found  in  1952  representing  a  rate  of 
1’3  per  thousand.  At  that  time,  owing  to  the  type  of  return  made,  the  7 
cases  would  probably  include  some  under  observation  which  would  not 
now  be  classified  as  active  tuberculosis,  and,  therefore,  both  the  number  of 
cases  and  rate  per  thousand  is  greater  than  appears  at  first  glance. 

Six  cases  of  Intra-thoracic  Neoplasm  were  discovered  this  time  (this 
includes  malignant  and  non-malignant  tumours)  as  compared  with  two 
cases  last  time. 


87  significant  acquired  heart  lesions  were  reported  upon  and  not 
less  than  five  congenital  heart  lesions. 


Table  3 

The  tuberculosis  rate  was  more  or  less  equally  divided  between 
General  Public  and  Factories,  the  preponderance  being  among  middle- 
aged  males. 

The  increased  tuberculosis  rate,  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  falling 
trend  of  today  in  which  we  have  been  led  to  believe,  and  probably  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  persons  x-rayed  accounts  for  this,  another  fac¬ 
tor  being  the  long  time-lapse  between  the  last  two  surveys.  This  is  the 
type  of  town  which  often  carries  a  fairly  high  tuberculosis  rate,  despite 
its  residential  out-of-season  character.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
number  of  people  with  chest  trouble  who  come  to  retire  at  the  seaside 
and  often  by  the  large  number  of  in-season  immigrants  who  may  circulate 
the  disease. 

On  the  whole  this  was  a  very  successful  survey. 

The  final  statistics  are  attached. 
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TABLE  I  —  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EXAMINED 


The  above  figures  are  taken  from  a  10%  sample  of  persons  x-rayed. 
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TABLE  Hi  —  TYPES  OF  EXAMINEES  SUFFERING  FROM  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  REQUIRING  TREATMENT 


Rate  pe 

1000 

1 

1 

' 
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\p 
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Grand 

Total 
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6\—£l 

1 

P\ 
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P\  -lapua 

1 

Type  of  Examinee 
(G.R.O.  Coding) 

Out-Patients  and  In-Patients  of 
Hospitals  (excluding  Mental 
Hospitals).  (0)  . 

Army  Intakes.  (1)  . 

Gen.  Practitioner  Referrals.  (2) 

School  Children.  (3)  . 

Contacts.  (4)  . 

Special  Surveys.  (5)  . 

Factories/Offices.  (6)  . 

Inmates  of  Prisons  etc.  (6X)  .. 

General  Public  Volunteers.  (7) 

Housewives  . 

Others  . 

Ante-Natal  Patients.  (8)  . 

Mental  and  Mental  Deficiency 
hospitals — ^Patients  &  Staff.  (9) 

Totals  . 

73 


TABLE  IV  —  HISTORY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 
CASES  REQUIRING  TREATMENT 


Males  Females  Total 


(1)  Family  History . . 

(2)  Contact,  Persons  are  to  be  regarded  as  “Contacts”  if 

they  have  at  any  time  been  in  close  contact  with  a  known 
case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  the  household  or  the 
immediate  circle  of  relatives  and  associates  . 

(3)  Past  illness  of  tuberculous  significance,  e.g.,  Pleurisy, 

Tuberculous  cervical  adenities,  Tuberculous  erythema  nodo- 
sium,  etc.  Histories  of  Bronchitis,  Bronchiectasis.,  Pneumonia, 
Carcinoma  and  pre-disposing  illnesses  of  non-tuberculous 
causes  are  not  required . 

(4)  None  or  history  not  known.  This  code  must  not  be  used 

where  detail  is  available  under  any  one  of  the  headings 
coded  1,  2  or  3.  It  applies  only  to  cases  for  which  no  infor¬ 
mation  is  available  under  all  headings . 


2  2  4 


2  4 


3  -  3 


6  3  9 


(5)  Unobtainable.  It  may  be  inconvenient  to  obtain  this  in¬ 
formation  from  certain  examinees,  such  as  School 
Leavers  . 


Where  more  than  one  possibility  is  applicable,  all  cases  should  be 

included  in  each  code  category. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
~  TOTAL  CASES  NOTIFIED 
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lUBERCULOSlS 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year. 


Respiratory 

Meninges 

C.N.S. 

and 

Other 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5  years 

5  —  14  years 

3 

15  —  24  years 

4 

1 

25  —  44  years 

1 

1 

1 

45  —  64  years 

10 

65  and  over 

1 

I 

Age  unknown 

Total  (All  Ages) 

16 

6 

1 

NINETEEN  YEARS’  TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATION  AND  DEATHS 

FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ; 


Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

7 

16 

9 

5 

1940 

17 

15 

6 

4 

1941 

27 

19 

13 

3 

1942 

20 

7 

12 

3 

1943 

25 

10 

12 

1 

1944 

24 

15 

10 

6 

1945 

19 

13 

8 

5 

1946 

26 

16 

6 

4 

1947 

24 

12 

15 

7 

1948 

31 

10 

16 

6 

1949 

17 

14 

16 

1 

1950 

19 

20 

6 

7 

1951 

19 

11 

8 

1952 

10 

5 

6 

1953 

17 

11 

3 

_ 

1954 

13 

11 

3 

_ 

1955 

5 

9 

3 

3 

1956 

11 

10 

2 

2 

1957 

21 

11 

5 

2 

1958 

16 

6 

- 

- 
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Non-Falmonary  Tuberculosis  : 


Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1939 

7 

3 

1 

1940 

6 

3 

1 

1 

1941 

6 

4 

1 

1942 

5 

8 

3 

1943 

4 

6 

3 

2 

1944 

7 

6 

4 

2 

1945 

7 

6 

1 

2 

1946 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1947 

9 

8 

3 

4 

1948 

5 

8 

1949 

3 

4 

— 

1950 

— 

5 

1 

1951 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1952 

3 

1 

1953 

5 

1 

— 

1954 

4 

4 

1955 

1 

1 

2 

1956 

1 

1 

- 

1957 

— 

1 

1958 

1 

- 

- 

1 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease  is  given  at  the 
Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  were  kindly  supplied  by  Dr,  J.  F. 
Mackay. 


Other 

Conditions 

Gonorrhoea 

Syphilis 

Total 

Cases 

Males 

15 

5 

— 

20 

Females 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Totals 

17 

6 

2 

25 

The  cases  of  syphilis  were  not  early  infectious  ones. 
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PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 

The  general  administrative  arrangements  were  unchanged,  and  the 
usual  work  was  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

There  were  92  vessels  (oil  tankers)  from  foreign  ports  of  which  65 
were  boarded  and  inspected. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  diseases  landed  from  any  vessel. 
Number  of  visits  to  Hcysham  .  227 


*  Number  of  beasts  examined  .  53 

*  Number  of  cows  examined  .  Nil 

*  Number  of  calves  examined  .  Nil 

*  Number  of  sheep  examined .  1023 

*  Number  of  pigs  examined  .  41 


Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouse  . 

*  Also  included  in  the  figures  on  page  59. 


SECTION  I  —  Staff. 
TABLE  A 


Name  of 
Officer 

Appointment 
Nature  of 

Date  of 
Appoint¬ 
ment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
Appointments 
held 

W.  F.  LYLE 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

1938 

M.D.,  B.Sc., 
D.P.H. 

Medical 

Officer 

to 

Port 

Health 

Authority 

Address  and  telephone  number  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 
Public  Health  Department^  Town  Hall,  Morecambe  and  Heysham,  Tel.  : 
Morecambe  720. 
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SECTION  II  —  Amount  of  !)iii|)ping  entering  tlie  district  during  the  year. 

TABLE  B 


Number 

Inspected 

Number  of 
ships  reported 
as  having,  or 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage,  infec¬ 
tious  disease 
on  board 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

By 

Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 

Public  Health 
Inspector 

Foreign 

Ports 

92 

486,206 

92 

Nil 

Coastwise 

1493 

1,372,683 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total 

1585 

1,858,889 

— 

92 

Nil 

SECTION  II!  —  Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  year. 


1 ABLE  C 

Passenger  I'rad'ie  :  Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  .  241,006 

Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  .  243,719 


In  addition,  during  the  summer  months,  5,964  passengers  were  trans¬ 
ported  on  day  trips  to  Douglas  and  6,046  passengers  returned  to 

Heysham. 

Cargo  t  raffic  ;  Principal  IMPORTS — Cottons,  Linens,  Tobacco  and 

Sundry  Merchandise. 

Total  Imports 


Tons 

Lx  Belfast  (Coastwise)  .  91111 

Ex  Londonderry  (Coastwise)  .  3764 

Oil  ex  Trankers  (Foreign)  .  1079142 

Ex  Rosslare  .  76 

Ex  Dublin  . .  ...  275 


Oil  imports  are  from  Ports  around  Suez,  the  Persian  Gulf,  North 
Africa  and  South  America. 
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Principal  EXPORTS  —  Sundry  Merchandise,  Chemical 

Fertilisers  and  Machinery 


To  Belfast  (Coastwise)  . 

To  Londonderry  (Coastwise) 

Oil  (Coastwise)  . 

Oil  (Foreign)  . 


Goods 

Cargo 

Tons 

Bunker 

Coal 

Tons 

Total 

Exports 

Tons 

178466  .. 

13107  ... 

.  191573 

16730  .. 

— 

16730 

663402 

— 

,  663402 

9096  . . 

— 

9096 

A  new  service  to  Belfast  with  ships  designed  to  carry  traffic  in 
containers  commenced  on  21st  April,  1958. 


Imports  : 


LIVESTOCK  —  Imports  and  Exports 


Horses 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Others 

Ex  Belfast  . 

666 

63776 

41836 

4716 

81 

Ex  Londonderry  .. 

75 

5885 

29476 

3404 

124 

Exports  : 

To  Belfast  . 

46 

22 

67 

31 

6 

To  Londonderry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  :  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and 
Ports  around  Suez  and  Persian  Gulf. 


vSKCTION  IV  “  Inland  barge  trail  ie. 

Nil. 

SECTION  V  —  Water  supply. 

1.  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district;  (b)  shipping. 

Town  supply  for  both. 

2.  Reports  of  tests  for  contamination. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  satisfactory. 


3.  Precautions  taken  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

Usual. 

4.  Number  of  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  control 
by  Authority. 

None  employed. 


SECTION  VI  —  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

1 .  LIST  OF  INFECTED  AREAS  (Regulation  6). 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  list,  the  form 
of  the  list,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied^  and  the  procedure  for 
supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

2.  RADIO  MESSAGES. 

(a)  Arrangements  for  sending  permission  by  radio  for  ships  to 
enter  the  district.  (Regulation  13). 

Not  ordinarily  needed  but  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
messages  to  be  given  immediately  by  Railway  Executive  and  Shipping 
Agent  to  Waterguard  Office. 

(b)  Arrangements  for  receiving  messages  by  radio  from  .ships 
for  acting  thereon.  (Regulation  14  fl]  and  [2]). 

See  notes  to  (a)  above. 


3.  NOTIFICATIONS  OTHERWISE  THAN  BY  RADIO  (Regulation  14 
[1]  [b]). 

Arrangements  for  receiving  notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio  and 
for  acting  thereon. 

This  is  usually  received  by  the  Customs  Officer  and  handed  later 
to  the  Local  Authority. 


4.  MOORING  STATIONS  (Regulations  22  to  30). 

Situation  of  stations,  any  standing  directions  issued  under  these 
Regulations. 

(a)  Inner  Mooring  —  for  cases  of  smallpox  and  typhus  (Easterly 

end  of  North  Side). 

(b)  Outer  Mooring  —  for  cases  of  cholera,  yellow  fever  and 

plague  (at  I.une  Deeps). 


K2 


STANDING  EXEMPTIONS. 


(a)  All  ordinary  notifiable  infectious  diseases  other  than  those 

specified  above. 

(b)  Ships  otherwise  clean,  which  have  arrived  from  a  listed  port 
in  an  infected  area. 

5.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR — 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than 

smallpox  —  See  Section  VII). 

An  infectious  disease  hospital  at  Lancaster  is  available  for  all  cases 
except  smallpox.  For  smallpox  cases  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  will 
make  arrangements. 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow  up  of  contacts. 

Contacts  requiring  to  be  kept  under  surveillance  would  be  kept 
on  board  or  accommodated  at  hospital. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons,  clothing  and 

other  articles. 

A  steam  disinfector  is  provided  for  bedding  and  clothing. 

Appliances  and  materials  are  available  for  the  disinfecting  of 
ships  and  this  would  be  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  staff. 


SECTION  VII  —  Smallpox. 

1.  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from 
the  district. 

Regional  Hospital  Board  will  make  arrangements. 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambu¬ 
lance,  giving  the  name  of  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance 
and  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

A  special  motor  ambulance  is  available  with  attendants. 

3.  Name(s)  of  smallpox  consultant(s)  available. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Liddle,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester. 

4.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox. 

Submitted  to  pathologists  ordinarily  employed  by  the  Public 

Health  Authority.  Usually  the  pathologist  attached  to  the 

Royal  Infirmary,  Lancaster. 


SECTION  VIII  —  Venereal  Disease. 

Information  as  to  the  location,  days  and  hours  of  the  available 
facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease  among 
merchant  seamen  under  international  arrangements^  including  in-patient 
treatment  and  the  steps  taken  to  make  these  facilities  known  to  seamen. 

No  special  arrangement  for  sailors.  There  is  a  clinic  at  the  Royal 
Lancaster  Infirmary. 


SECTION  IX — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships. 


Nil  return. 


TABLE  D 


SECTION  X  —  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 
Nil  return. 


SECTION  XI — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected 

for  plague. 


None  needed. 


SECTION  XII  —  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

1.  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Ships  with  expired  certificates  sent  to  Barrow. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number 
of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Submitted  to  pathologist  ordinarily  employed  by  the  Public 

Health  Authority.  Usually  the  pathologist  attached  to  the 

Royal  Infirmary,  Lancaster. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and 
if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Not  carried  out. 

4.  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Not  carried  out. 
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I  ABLE  E. 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 
Not  known. 


TABLE  F. 

Deratting  certihcates  and  Deratting  Exemption  certifieates  issued 
during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

Nil. 


vSECTlON  XIII  —  Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances. 


No.  of  informal  notices  served  .  1 

Remedied  .  1 


TABLE  G. 

Inspections  and  Notices. 

Vessels  boarded — no  action  necessary. 


SECTION  XIV — Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 

Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds  or  laying  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Authority  stating  whether  they  are  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  liable  to  pollution.  A  report  of  any  action 
taken,  which  should  state  whether  any  prohibited  area  has  been  prescribed, 
should  be  included. 

Under  the  Heysham  and  Morecambe  Bay  (Shell-fish)  Regulations, 
1926^  an  area  of  Morecambe  Bay  was  prescribed  and  any  mussels  taken 
from  this  area  must  be  subjected  to  an  approved  process  of  cleansing 
or  sterilisation  before  being  made  available  for  human  consumption.  The 
cleansing  process  is  carried  out  at  Lytham  Saint  Annes. 

No  further  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Shell-hsh)  Regulations 
1934  and  1948  has  been  necessary. 


SECnON  XV— Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  (applicable  only  to  ports 

approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens). 

Nil — Not  a  port  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens. 


SECTION  XVI  —  Miscellaneous. 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on 
board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

Nil. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 


From  readings  taken  at  the  Super  Swimming  Stadium, 
Morecambe  and  Heysham. 


During  the  year  1958,  Meteorological  work  continued  as  in  previous  years, 
readings  being  taken  at  09.00  hours,  10.00  hours  and  17.00  hours  in  Summer, 
and  09.00  and  18.00  hours  in  Winter  G.M.T. 


Monthly  reports  are  sent  to  the  Meteorological  Office. 


Morning  and  evening  Code  Weather  telegrams  are  sent  to  the  Air  Ministry. 


Reports  sent  weekly  to  Morecambe  Visitor,  Morecambe  Guardian  and  More¬ 
cambe  Times.  Daily  readings  are  available  to  the  Press  and  public. 


A  daily  weather  report  was  exhibited  during  the  Summer  at  the  Inforaiation 
Bureau. 


The  year  1958  was  again  disappointing  in  relation  to  outside  activities.  The 
total  sunshine  for  the  year  was  only  1,389  hours  30  minutes,  compared  with 
1 957,  1 ,402  hours,  48  minutes  (which  was  a  very  poor  year  for  sunshine  itself). 
1958  must  be  recorded  as  one  of  the  lowest  years  for  sunshine.  Strangely 
enough  October  had  the  best  monthly  figure  for  sunshine,  177  hours  42  minutes, 
compared  with  only  75  hours  6  minutes  in  1957.  It  will  be  seen  just  how  bad 
those  last  few  years  have  been  when  it  is  realised  the  record  years  for  sunshine 
totalled  1,999  hours  40  minutes.  Even  so  1958  was  approximately  7  hours  better 
than  the  year  1956. 


As  can  be  expected  rainfall  was  correspondingly  high,  40.53  inches,  but 
it  was  spread  over  the  whole  year  with  more  uniformity  than  in  1957,  the 
highest  monthly  figure  being  in  February  5.31  inches.  The  second  highest 
was  October,  4.84,  which  made  October,  1958,  a  most  unusual  month  having 
most  sunshine,  the  second  highest  monthly  rainfall,  which  supports  the  opinion 
that  the  English  climate  is  unusual  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

Most  winds  came  from  the  East — 67,  whilst  62  came  from  the  S.  West. 
Our  most  favourable  wind  in  the  summer  N.  East — 60.  Cloud  on  the  average 
covered  5.91  of  the  sky  during  the  whole  year,  the  entire  sky  is  represented  by  8. 

Summarising,  the  year  1958  was  on  the  average  much  the  same  as  the 
past  few  years,  not  favourable  to  outside  entertainment,  but  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  the  comparable  mildness  of  the  winter  months,  and  how  favourable 
are  the  spring  months  of  the  year. 


G.  C.  COOPER, 
Meteorological  Officer. 
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BAROMETRIC  PRESSURE  (millibars) 


Mean  of 


1958 

the 

Month 

Highest 

Reading 

Date 

Lowest 

Reading 

Date 

January  . 

1007-68 

1033-8 

15th, 

16th 

979.7 

6th 

February  . 

1007.89 

1035.5 

3rd 

976.3 

11th 

March  . 

1011.07 

1030.7 

21st 

991 .5 

28th 

April  . 

1017.66 

1034.7 

12th 

995.4 

4th 

May  . 

1010.83 

1031.1 

1st 

995.0 

24th 

June  . 

1011.99 

1026.2 

13th, 

14th 

988.4 

26th 

July  . 

1011.49 

1029.9 

8th 

990.9 

28th 

August  . 

1008.76 

1022.0 

3rd 

997.9 

20th 

September . 

1012.69 

1027.3 

11th 

987.8 

30th 

October  . 

1015.88 

1039.4 

24th 

988.2 

4th 

November . 

1020.72 

1036.6 

21st 

1005.6 

2nd 

December . 

1001.66 

1030.7 

1  st 

973.0 

20th 

Year  . 

1011.52 

1039.4 

24th 

Oct. 

973.0 

20th  Dec. 

SUNSHINE  (Recorded  by  Cainpbell-Stokevs  liistruiiieiit) 

Greatest 

daily 

Total  amount  Days  on 

Sunshine  of  sun  which  sun 

1958  h.  m.  n.  m.  Date  shone 

Sunless 

days 

January  . 

43.54 

7.00 

12th 

15 

16 

February  . 

59.36 

8.48 

26th 

15 

13 

March . 

126.18 

9.36 

6th 

29 

2 

April  . 

148.48 

11.54 

2nd 

28 

2 

May  . 

168.18 

13.54 

27th 

26 

5 

June  . 

156.36 

12.48 

4th 

23 

7 

July  . 

164.24 

14.12 

23rd 

29 

2 

August . 

134.48 

11.18 

7th 

29 

2 

September . 

138.06 

10.42 

11th 

27 

3 

October  . 

177.42 

8.06 

17th 

26 

5 

November . 

34.30 

7.24 

10th 

14 

16 

December  . 

36.30 

6.42 

1st 

16 

15 

9 

Year  . 

1389.30 

14.12 

23rd  July 

277 

88 

Average  Daily  —  3  hours  48  mins. 
NOTES — ^Record  for  one  day  —  14  hours  12  mins., 
Highest  yearly  sunshine; —  1911,  1,999  hours. 
Lowest  yearly  sunshine: —  1954,  1,241  hours. 


23rd  July,  1958. 
40  minutes. 

48  minutes. 
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SHADE  lEMEEKAIUKE  °E. 


Mean 

Mean 

Highest 

Lowest 

1958 

Max. 

Min. 

Max. 

Date 

Min. 

Date 

January  . 

42.2 

33.9 

57 

27th 

15 

22nd,  23  rd 

February  ... 

43.7 

34.7 

51 

10th,  14th  23 

7th 

March  ...  . 

44.6 

33.9 

54 

30th 

23 

10th 

April  . 

50.8 

39.4 

65 

30th 

29 

12th 

May . 

.  ...  56.5 

45.1 

70 

1st 

37 

14th 

June  . 

.  ...  62.6 

50.0 

71 

5th 

47 

24th,  25th 

July  . 

...  65.7 

55.1 

78 

19th 

45 

25th 

August  ...  . 

66.1 

55.8 

74 

10th 

48 

24th 

September  . 

66.0 

54.7 

76 

2nd 

43 

26th 

October  ...  . 

...  56.1 

51.5 

63 

4th 

38 

18th 

November  . 

48.5 

38.8 

55  2nd,  3rd,  7th  29 

11th 

December 

44.3 

36.4 

54 

19th 

29 

15th 

Year . 

53.9 

44.1 

78 

19th  July 

23 

7  Feb.,  10  Mar 

NOTES — Recorded 

highest  temperature— 

-89°F. 

on 

2()th  July,  1901, 

29th 

July,  1948, 

and  6th 

June, 

1950. 

Recorded  lowest  temperature — 8°F.  on  26th  January,  1945. 


RAIN  FA  IJ.  (In  inches  and  hundredths) 


(Height  above  sea  level — O.D.  27.96ft.) 

Total  Days  of  Greatest 

amount  rain  .01  ins.  fall  in 

1 958  inches  or  more  24  hours  Date 


January  . 

4.02 

16 

.56 

24th 

February  . 

5.31 

16 

.99 

15th 

March . 

1.61 

9 

.39 

12tb 

April  . 

1.41 

8 

.57 

23rd 

May  . 

3.86 

17 

.76 

11th 

June  . 

3.54 

16 

.64 

30th 

July  . 

2.57 

18 

.48 

15th 

August  . 

3.70 

17 

.54 

3rd 

September  . 

4.48 

17 

.90 

19tb 

October  . 

4.84 

16 

1.05 

12th 

November  . 

1.53 

9 

.57 

1  st 

December . 

3.64 

19 

.61 

7th 

Year  . 

40.52 

178 

1.05 

12th  Oct. 

NOTES — Highest  rainfall  ever  recorded  in  24  hours--3.72"  on 
15th  August,  1916;  2.52"  fell  on  9th  October,  1941. 
Highest  yearly  rainfall  —  56.73",  1928. 

Lowest  yearly  rainfall  —  27.07",  1941. 
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CLOUD 


WIND 

(Measured  by  Beaufort  Scale) 


1958 

Mean 

amount 

0—8 

Mean  force 
of  wind 
0—12 

January  . 

7.19  Oktas 

1.87 

February  . 

.  ...  6.64 

1.86 

March  . 

6.19  „ 

1.94 

April  . 

5.80  „ 

1.77 

May  . 

5.99 

1.65 

June  . 

.  ...  5.40  „ 

1.27 

July  . 

5.39 

1.74 

August  . 

5.39  „ 

1.52 

September  . 

.  ...  5.17 

1.97 

October  . 

.  6.29  „ 

1.71 

November  . 

7.07  „ 

1.13 

December  . 

.  ...  6.45  „ 

1 .65 

Year  . 

.  5.91  „ 

1.67 

WIND  DIRECTION 


1958 

S 

SW 

SE 

W 

NW 

N 

NE 

E 

January  . 

.  3 

6 

2 

3 

8 

— 

3 

6 

February  . 

? 

7 

— 

4 

8 

— 

3 

4 

March  . 

.  3 

1 

7 

1 

2 

— • 

6 

11 

April  . 

.  1 

7 

— 

6 

4 

1 

8 

3 

May  . 

5 

6 

3 

7 

1 

— 

6 

3 

June  . 

7 

1 

6 

2 

5 

- — 

7 

7 

July  . 

- 

1 1 

3 

4 

2 

— 

7 

4 

August  . 

.  8 

6 

4 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

September  . . . 

.  4 

4 

7 

3 

1 

— 

5 

6 

(Jctober  . 

.  7 

5 

— 

6 

6 

1 

2 

4 

November  ... 

.  4 

3 

4 

2 

2 

— 

4 

11 

December  . . . 

.  6 

5 

3 

1 

3 

— 

7 

6 

Year  ... 

.  45  , 

62 

39 

42 

47 

3 

60 

67 

89 
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